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"An Army of Tubercular Invalids":
New Mexico and the Birth of a
Tuberculosis Industry
JAKE W. SPIDLE, JR.

The White Plague, or tuberculosis, dominated New Mexico medicine at
the end of the nineteenth century and during the first decades of the
twentieth and cast a long shadow into the future as well. It was one of
the central factors in the foundation and development of hospitals across
the state; it was the main reason for the migration of hundreds of physicians to the state; and it heavily influenced the basic structure and
differentiation of the state's medical profession. But the importance of
the tuberculosis industry (for such it swiftly became) hardly stopped
there. Simply put, it was one .of the basic factors· in the peopling and
development of the state in the critical decades just before and after
statehood.
New Mexicans are keenly aware of the importance of the cattle and
mining industries in the early history of their state. They are not so
conscious of the central role played by the tuberculosis business. It was
nothing less than co-equal in importance to cattle and mining. Erna
Fergusson wrote of Albuquerque in the 1920s and 1930s that the town
had only two industries, the Santa Fe railroad ar)d tuberculosis; and a
Roswell physician observed of his hometown in 1910, "Were it not for
Jake W. Spidle, Jr., is assistant professor of history in the University of New Mexico.
This essay is from his forthcoming University of New Mexico Press publication Doctors of
Medicine in New Mexico: A History of Health and Medical Practice, 1886-1986. This year
marks the centennial of the New Mexico Medical Society.
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this reputation [as ahaven. for lung patients], Roswell today would still
be only a cow-camp."1 At the end ot the nineteenth century New Mexico
became known as "nature's sanatorium for consumptives," and a flood
of pulmonary invalids sought refuge here. 2 A Santa Fe physician, himself
a tuberculosis victim in his youth, summarized the phenomenon:
The Spaniards had gone North and West, seeking golden cities to
loot and pagan souls to save. The Anglo-Saxons went West to seek
land and gold and to save their health. 3
For most Americans of the twentieth century tuberculosis is a faintly
anachronistic term. To the degree that it enters our consciousness at
all, it is largely an unpleasant historical memory. A few Americans are
aware ot its continued significance in developing countries around the
globe, where it remains a major public health problem. It also constitutes
a surprisingly resilient, worrisome menace among our American Indian
people. 4 This attitude of disinterest is a recent phenomenon. It stretches
back no further than a generation or so, to the advent of effective drug
therapy against the disease in the late 1940s and the early 1950s. Prior
to that discovery, tuberculosis-most commonly called "consumption"
in the English-speaking world because it seemed literally to eat away
its victim's flesh-was one of the most dreaded and historically momentous of human-disease foes.
The White Plague has been a tragically familiar companion of humankind as far back as we can see in human history. Bone lesions in
Egyptian skeletal remains dating to 3000 B.C. testify to the disease's
presence, and various kinds of evidence confirm its existence in ancient
Chinese and Indian societies as well. The Greeks of the ancient world
suffered Hs ravages, as did the Romans of the imperial era. 5 Steadily,
throughout the medieval and Renaissance periods of Western history,
the affliction exacted a punishing toll in human misery and mortality.
Tuberculosis reached a terrible climax from the seventeenth through the
nineteenth centuries when it was the most fearsome killer of Western
society. In the seventeenth century, John Bunyan called it "the captain
1. Erna Fergusson, Our Southwest (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1940), p 228; Charles
M Yater, "Therapetitic [sic] Notes-Status ofTuberculosis in Roswell," New Mexico Medical
Journal, 5 (August 1910), 270-72.
2. Paul M. Carrington, "The Climate of New Mexico, Nature's Sanatorium for Consumptives," New York Medical Journal, 86 (July 6,1907).1-10.
3. Jul'lus Lane Wilson, "The Western Frontier and Climate Therapy," Journal-Lancet,
86 (December 1966), 564-67
4. For an appraisal of the continuing impact of tuberculosis on the American Indian,
see J. M. Samet et ai., "Respiratory Disease Mortality in New Mexico's American Indians
and Hispanics," American Journal of Public Health, 70 (May 1980), 492-97.
5. Henry A. Sigerist, A History of Medicine (2 vols., New York: Oxford University Press,
1951,1961),1 53-54.
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of the men of death," the respectful/abel enshrined ever since in medical
history textbooks. In America the nineteenth century was called "the
century of tuberculosis," for it was the leading cause of death throughout
that century and into our own. 6 The mortality figures associated with the
disease were frightening-at the end of the century tuberculosis consistently claimed 150,000 lives in the United States every year-but these
statistics only begin to suggest its full impact. For every death attributed
to the malady, there were another ten to twenty victims SUffering in some
stage of the disease. Nor was it any respecter of persons. Among the
famous tuberculars of history were Keats, Shelley, Schiller, Elizabeth
Browning, Thoreau, the Bronte sisters, Chopin, Balzac, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Cecil Rhodes, Niccolo Paganini, and Ralph Waldo Emerson.
The special horror of tuberculosis was the slow, lingering death so
characteristic of the disease and the futility of the treatments available
for it. As late as the end of the nineteenth century therapy for this dread
ailment was little better than at the time of Hippocrates, and in many
ways it was worse. Some of the fourth century B.C. contemporaries of
Hippocrates had been on the right track, prescribing good food, mild
exercise, and change of climate for the problem. Other antique remedies
were less savory, involving medicines with ingredients such as liver of
wolf, boiled in wine; lard of a thin sow fed on herbs; bouillon made from
the flesh of an ass; dried rosin from the lung of deer; and the eating
and drinking of filth, based on the logic that the more offensive the
remedy, the more likely it was to drive from the patient's body the malignant substances that caused the disease.? Certainly, the so-called
heroic therapy employed against the disease in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries-purging, vomiting, sweating, diuresis, blistering,
and bleeding-was utterly ineffective and undoubtedly sped the disease's progress in many cases. The great American physician, and
signer of the Declaration of Independence, Benjamin Rush, reported
bleeding his consumption patients two or three times a week, taking six
to eight ounces at a sitting, and recommended long journeys on horseback between bleedings. s The second half of the nineteenth century,
however, witnessed the gradual abandonment of heroic therapy and the
substitution of more moderate, conservative treatment of the disease.
Even so, a century ago a tuberculosis diagnosis sent a chill down the
anx'lous patient's spine, and was regarded as something akin to a death
sentence. Upon the development of his first pulmonary hemorrhage, the
6. Esmond R. Long, "Tuberculosis in Modern Society," Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 27 (July-August 1953), 301-19
7. Julius H. Comroe, Jr., "T.B. or Not T.B.? Part II: The Treatment of Tuberculosis,"
American Review of Respiratory Disease, 117 (February 1978), 379-89
8 Ibid.
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poet Keats, trained as a physician, observed with resignation, "That
drop of blood is my death warrant, I must die," and a year later he was
indeed dead, at age twenty-five. 9 So grim was the prognosis for the
disease, and so ineffectual all therapies for it, tha't the French physician
Sigismond Jaccoud lamented, "The treatment of tuberculosis is but a
meditation on death."10 Within that depressing scenario a new form of
tuberculosis treatment called "altitude therapy" developed in the middle
of the nineteenth century. New Mexico and the Rocky Mountain West
suddenly took on special prominence as a great natural spa.
Even before tuberculosis patients began to look to the mountains
for salvation, New Mexico enjoyed a reputation for the special salubrity
of its climate, particularly for its beneficent effects on people with "weak
lungs." As the exploration of the Rockies proceeded, accounts of the
special healthiness of the region began to appear. Zebulon Pike in 1810,
Dr. Edwin James of the Long expedition in 1823, Josiah Gregg in 1844,
and Captain John Fremont in 1845 all noted the unusual healthiness of
the region. Gregg was particularly influential in establishing the reputation of the area as a health sufferers' paradise. William Bucknell and
party had opened the sixty-year-Iong history of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821,
and Gregg made the first of several treks to Santa Fe ten years later. In
his famous Commerce of the Prairies: Or the Journal of a Santa Fe Trader
during Eight Expeditions across the Great Western Prairies, and a Residence of Nearly Nine Years in Northern Mexico, first published in 1844,
Gregg testified to the curative properties of the wagon-train trek down
the trail and of the upland region, which was its goal:
Among the concourse of travelers at this starting point [Independence, Missouri], besides traders and tourists a number of palefaced invalids are generally to be met with. The prairies have, in
fact, become very celebrated for their sanitative effects ... owing,
no doubt, to the peculiarities of diet and the regular exercise incident
to prairie life, as well as to the purity of the atmosphere of those
elevated unembarrassed regions. An invalid myself, I can answer
for the efficacy of the remedy, at least in my own case. 11
More emphatic still, and explicit in linking the glorious climate of
the Rockies and relief from pulmonary ailments, was the account published in 1847 by the young English adventurer George Frederick Ruxton, describing his explorations of the area around Pikes Peak:
9. Cited in Harry F. Dowling, Fighting Infection: Conquests of the Twentieth Century
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1977), 70.
10. Selman A. Waksman, The Conquest of Tuberculosis (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1964), 96.
11. Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, ed. Milo Milton Quaife (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1967), 21.
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It is an extraordinary fact that the air of the mountains has a wonderfully restorative effect upon constitutions enfeebled by pulmonary disease; and of my own knowledge I could mention a hundred
instances where persons whose cases have been pronounced by
eminent practitioners as perfectly hopeless have been restored to
comparatively sound health by a sojourn in the pure and bracing
air of the Rockey Mountains, and are now. alive to testify to the
effects of the reinvigorating climate. 12
Similar reports multiplied as increasit;lg numbers of people traveled down
the Santa Fe Trail, with almost all accounts insisting on the curative
properties of the West's pristine air, its glorious sunshine (especially in
the Southwest), and the generally tonic effects of the region's altitude
and its outdoor life. The response to such tidings was rapid. As both
Gregg's and Ruxton's accounts observe, as early as the 1830s and the
1840s pale-faced invalids were beginning to trickle across the prairies,
seeking salvation in the favored mountain country of the West.
In New Mexico the stream of health-seekers was accelerated by
the annexation of the region to the United States in 1846. The presence
of the U.S. Army afforded at least a modicum of security and stability
for would-be immigrants, and, just as importantly, the reports of army
officers and medical men stationed in the new territory lent a vital boost
to the region's growing reputation for salubrity. Army surgeons reported
glowingly on the health conditions of the region and particularly emphasized the virtual freedom from tuberculosis of soldiers stationed in
the area. 13 These army reports, coupled with those of the Santa Fe Trail
pilgrims, contributed enormously to the relatively quick emergence of
New Mexico as a "salubrious EI Dorado."14 More basic still, however,
was the rise of new medical doctrines in the latter half of the nineteenth
century.
The second half of the nineteenth century was arguably the most
creative ahd revolutionary epoch in the entire history of medicine. Among
the major developments of that period were Pasteur's germ theory and
the bacteriological revolution that it initiated; the discovery and development of both general and local anesthesia for surgical purposes; the
12. Cited in Frank B. Rogers, "The Rise and Decline of the Altitude Therapy of Tuberculosis," Bulletin of the History of Medicine, 43 (January-February 1969),1-16
13. Julius L. Wilson, "Pikes Peak or Bust: An Historical Note on the Search for Health
in the Rockies," Rocky Mountain Medical Journal, 64 (September 1967), 59-62. The
strength and consistency of those reports ultimately led the federal government to choose
New Mexico as the site for the first 'two federal sanatoria in the country-one at Fort
Bayard, in October 1899, and the second at Fort Stanton, in November of that year.
14. This .felicitous phrase is that of Karen Shane, in "New Mexico: Salubrious EI
Dorado," New Mexico Historical Review, 56 (October 1981), 387-99. This is the best
general account of New Mexico's emergence as a kind of gigantic natural spa.
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Patients "chasing the cure" in 1918 at Valmora Sanatorium. Photo courtesy of
Dr. Carl H. Gellenthien, Val mora.

pioneering work in antiseptic surgery; the birth of modern chemotherapeutics; the root-and-branch reform of nursing effected by the inestimable Florence Nightingale; the discovery of the X-ray; and much else
that is fundamental to modern medical science and health-care delivery.
In that fertile milieu of radical thought and experimentation, ideas achieved
a prominence that greatly boosted New Mexico's growing acclaim as
a convalescent's haven. One such idea was the notion, supported by
an increasingly convincing body of evidence, that altitude possessed
special curative power in the treatment or relief of miscellaneous and
sundry human ills, and lung problems in particular. The basic logic of
altitude therapy rested on the assumption of good, or at least better, air
at high altitudes-cleaner, fresher air without the pollutants of lower
climes-and on the ostensibly beneficial effects of reduced air pressure.
At least as early as Hippocrates, of course, medicine had preached
the therapeutic value of good air, but it remained for the nineteenth
century to elaborate that homespun wisdom into a science. Partjcularly
important in that process were the contributions of two European physician-researchers, the German tuberculosis specialist Dr. Hermann
Brehmer and a London chest-doctor Hermann Weber. In 1854, Brehmer
opened an experimental hospital for tuberculosis patients in the German
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village of G6bersdorf. Through his doctoral research, Brehmer had become convinced of the therapeutic effects of altitude in cases of early
tuberculosis, and the institution at G6bersdorf was designed to test his
theory. He also preached the importance of abundant, rich food and
regular exercise for victims of the disease, and in the 1870s Brehmer's
theories and results began to attract wide attention. 15The publication of
two important essays-"On the influence of Alpine climates on pulmonary consumption" and "On the treatment of phthisis by prolonged residence in elevated regions"-by Weber was particularly important in
drawing attention to Brehmer's work and in promoting convalescence
at high altitudes for tuberculars. 16 Weber had worked and studied in the
Swiss Alpine resorts of Davos and St. Moritz, and from his experience
there, he was persuaded of the importance of altitude therapy for the
victims of a wide variety of lung diseases, especially tuberculosis. In his
work, he catalogued a half-dozen advantages associated with high altitude: the diminished humidity of the air; the dryness of the soil; low
temperature; the relative absence of manmade and. natural pollution;
the greater number of clear days; and the higher percentage of ozone
in the air. Weber made very little effort to correlate his observations with
hard physiological data, but argued basically from empirical observation
and the tenets of common sense. His work, combined with that of Brehmer, attracted widespread interest, most of it quite favorable, and won
general acceptance within influential medical circles. Among the reasons for its attractiveness, of course, was the fact that it provided a
patina of scientific respectability or logic to the traditional belief in the
power of mountain air.
The development of this formal altitude therapy in Europe imm~
diately imparted renewed vigor and enhanced credibility to the arguments of those who had already, for some decades, insisted on the
special salubrity of the mountain West. In linking their arguments to the
work of Weber and the school he established, American physicians in
both the East and the West began to explain the special health advantages of the Rockies by reference to.the new "science." Several Colorado
and New Mexico doctors, for example, became advocates of the theory
15. R. Y. Keers, Pulmonary Tuberculosis: A Journey Down the Centuries (London:
Bailliere Tindall, 1978), 75-77. One of Hermann Brehmer's patients, Peter Dettweiler, who
became his pupil, opened a similar institution at Falkenstein in Germany's Taunus Mountains in 1876 Dettweiler, however, was less convinced than his teacher of the salutary
effect of altitude itself; instead, he was persuaded that it was the fresh air which was the
critical factor. Exposure to fresh air, whatever the altitude, was the absolutely indispensable
or essential element for recovery. This uncertainty-what, exactly, was it that most benefited
the consumptive: altitude, fresh air, abundant food, exercise, rest?-was much disputed
well into the twentieth century.
16. On Hermann Weber and the history of altitude therapy in general, see' Rogers,
"Rise and Decline," 5-6.

186

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1986

that a line of immunity from tuberculosis existed at approximately five
thousand feet above sea level. This notion was dressed up in full scientific regalia (including capital letters-The Line of Immunity) and was
explained as "that elevation of some particular locality or country at which
the atmospheric air is free of germs and enjoys the unobstructed effects
of heat, light, and electricity. "17 For many Rocky Mountain physicians,
the explanation for the special salubrity of the home environs became
elementary: above the five-thousand-foot line germs simply found it hard
to exist. One Chicago enthusiast pushed this idea so far as to argue
that in the Rocky Mountain country putrefaction of meat was a rare
phenomenon, with meat curing naturally in the open air. 18
The Line-of-Immunity thesis was just one of a broad variety of explanations for the special power of.mountain climes The dryness of the
air at high altitude, for example, was frequently cited as the critical
element in ensuring the special salubrity of the highlands, as was the
equability of temperature, and particularly the absence of severe extremes. According to some, the "rarefaction" or thinness of the air was
the key determinant, for "the patient is obliged to breathe more fully and
deeply than in low-lying localities, and in this manner the lungs are
expanded and stimulated to healthy development. "19 A Colorado physician-theorist was impressed with what he called the "diathermancy"
of the mountain air, by which he meant its increased capacity to transmit
radiant heat. and by the atmospheric electricity of the mountain country:
"You get up in the morning from your negative electric bed to stretch
yourself in the positive electric air. "20 Buttressed by powerful "scientific"
arguments such as these, altitude therapy became firmly rooted in the
armamentarium of nineteenth-century American medical thought and
practice, reaching an apogee at the end of the century and slowly fading
thereafter. For obvious reasons, itespecially charmed physicians and
lay boosters of the mountain West, even though very little hard evidence
was ever adduced to support it. It proved a potent factor in the growing
attractiveness of New Mexico as a health resort particularly suited to
the recovery of tuberculars.
But there was more to New Mexico's appeal than just its mountains.
Its climate, in general, was held up by medical men in the territory and
elsewhere as extraordinarily well suited to the treatment of invalids with
bad lungs. An eastern physician enumerated an entire laundry I'lst of
the territory's climatic advantages:
17.
18.
Medical
19.
20

Wilson, "Pikes Peak," 59-60
George M. Kellogg, "New Mexico as a Health Resor!," Journal of the American
Association, 27 (September 12, 1896). 582-84.
Rogers, "Rise and Decline," 7,
Charles Denison, quoted in Rogers , "Rise and Decline," 8-9.
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The climate of New Mexico, though far from ideal, can only be
understood and appreciated by comparison with that of other states
and countries. A survey of its climatic conditions, such as its altitude,
its southerly latitude, its even average temperature, its low humidity,
the small amount of precipitation, its excess of sunshine, the minute
amounts of aqueous vapor contained in its atmosphere, its isolation
from large population centers, its great distance from large bodies
of water, its immunity from high winds and sandstorms, and its
freedom from unsanitary surroundings, should convince the reader
that there does not exist a better or more ideal climate for the
elimination of disease and the restoration of health. 21
The hymns of praise to the New Mexico climate sometimes reached
surprising levels of exaggeration. For example, a French scientist-physician, a Parisian MD., and a member of the Societe Medicale de Paris
no less, claimed to have spent more than two years traveling across
North, Central, and South America seeking the absolutely best possible
spot to establish a sanatorium for consumptives. In a letter to the editor
of the Journal of the American Medical Association, he spelled out the
desiderata: altitude between four and five thousand feet; not too hot nor
too cold; minimal rain; no fog; limited snow; pure air; and so forth. After
traipsing all across the Western Hemisphere, he finally found his perfect
spot-the San Agustin plain of central New Mexico. It met all of his
demanding climate criteria, and he noted: "There is a peculiarity in this
country. No sooner does anyone get there than he feels happy! "22 Such
effusions became almost a commonplace in medical literature at the
end of the century, reaching a climax in the judgment of an eminent
Toronto physician, J. F. Danter. Danter visited New Mexico Territory in
1891 as the officially deputized Special Commissioner of the American
Health Resort Association. He was charged with responsibility for evaluating the reg ion's claims as a tubercular's haven, and he left the territory
a true believer. His report asserted that New Mexico was superior "to
any other part of the United States or the world in helping to cure the
consumptive, "23
Among the general chorus of praise, there were a few naysayers
or discordant voices, who insisted that there was another side to the
territory's rosy image. For example, a Virginia physician, who had brought
his sick wife out to Carrizozo, complained in a public letter about the
. exaggerated claims made on behalf of New Mexico: .
It is true that we have only about twelve rainy days a year, that the
21. Dr. Curtis Bailey, quoted in "New Mexico as a Health Resort," Journal of the
American Medical Association, 31 (November 12, 1898), 1179.
22. Journal of the American Medical Association, 18 (February 27, 1893), 274.
23 Cited in Shane, "Salubrious EI Dorado," 391. (Emphasis added.)
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sun shines all the time and that the temperature is seldom too hot
or too cold. But there are many disadvantages to which attention
should be called. During the past four months the wind has blown
two-thirds of the time so hard that my wife has not been able to
stay outdoors, and during the entire year the wind and dust have
kept her more closely housed than the rain did in Virginia. Often for
two months at a time we do not have enough rain to dampen the
ground. In 1903 it did not rain for nine months. The dust is as fine
as meal and very irritating on account of its excessive alkalinity.
Four days at a time I have seen the wind raise so much of this dust
that the view was obstructed as completely as in a fierce snowstorm.
There are a few towns high up in the mountains or in small ravines
where there is more rain or where the wind is not so bad, but I have
described the conditions prevailing in 75 per cent of New Mexican
towns. 24
Such criticism was rare, however, and informed medical opinion at the
end of the century emphatically shared the judgment of one of New
Mexico's tuberculosis specialists, Dr. H. B. Masten, that "New Mexico
possesses a climate that is not surpassed, even if it is equalled, by that
of any other part of the world."25 With such acclaim, it is not surprising
that the tide of invalids seeking healing in New Mexico began to swell.
The trickle of weak-lunged travelers heading toward the Southwest
in the years after the opening of the Santa Fe Trail accelerated with every
passing decade, and particularly as altitude therapy and the spreading
reputation of the region for salubrity took hold. Sizable numbers of tuberculars were settled in Albuquerque and Santa Fe as early as the
1850s and 1860s. 26 But the hard journey across the prairies by horseback or wagon took from two to three months to complete, and it demanded considerable physical strength and resiliency of those who
traveled it. Stagecoaches were somewhat quicker, but they were expensive and physically draining as well. Getting to the "Well Country"
(a term often used by local boosters of New Mexico) remained a major
problem long after the region's reputation was solidly established. It was
a bottleneck limiting utilization by suffering consumptives of the region's
pristine air and abundant sunshine. The arrival of the railroad in New
Mexico at the end of the 1870s finally resolved the difficulty, and the
trickle of health-seekers swelled to a flood. Within a brief time, care of
the tuberculars became big business in New Mexico. From the 1880s
-~ 24. Dr. Bathurst Browne Bagby, Letter to the Editor, Journal of the American Medical
Association, 50 (June 6, 1908), 1918.
25. H. B. Masten, "New Mexico as a Health Resort," New York Medical Journal, 76
(September 6, 1902), 414-17.
26. Billy M. Jones, Health-Seekers in the Southwest, 1817-1900 (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1967),87.
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Varieties of tuberculosis therapy are illustrated in these two photographs taken
at Valmora Sanatorium ca. 1931. The young woman, a victim of tuberculosis of
the larynx, is holding her tongue down using the mirror to focus the sun's rays
on her throat. This treatment was called heliotherapy. The male patient suffers
from a suppurative disease of the lung and is attempting to drain fluid from his
lungs. This technique was called postural drainage. Courtesy Dr. Carl H. Gellenthien, Val mora.
'

until the start of the Second World War the "Iungers" came by the thousands.
The question of exact numbers is an exasperating one. Most of the
estimates made by those who lived through New Mexico's tuberculosis
era and by students of the subject are frustratingly vague and subjective.
Words like "numerous," "large," "significant," "thousands," and even
"enormous" are bandied about, but there were no census-takers stationed at the borders demanding sputum samples of every immigrant
to the region. Though indisputably accurate statistics do not exist, it is
nevertheless possible to make reasonably solid judgments about the
numbers of people involved. It is almost surely safe, for example, to
conclude that around 1920 approximately 10 percent of the state's total
population consisted of health-seekers, and to that number should be
added their dependents. From town to town the percentage of tuberculars varied widely with many towns made up predominantly of "Jungers" and their families, while others for various reasons remained largely
unaffected by the influx. The first attempts at estimating the numbers of
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the health-seekers were made during the height of the phenomenon by
contemporaries impressed with the scale of the immigration. For example, an eastern journalist writing in 1910 about Colorado, Arizona,
and New Mexico suggested that "if the health-seekers and their families
were to leave, the country would probably lose more than half of its
population."27 Though there was certainly a good measure of hyperbole
in that judgment-and the journalist gave no evidence for his estimatehe was probably right, at least for some New Mexico communities. That
was definitely the conclusion of the best contemporary study of the
health-seeker migration, a detailed investigation carried out in 1913 by
a United States Public Health Service physician named Ernest Sweet. 28
Sweet concluded that in the majority of New Mexico towns (except for
the mining communities) anywhere from 20 percent to 60 percent of all
households had at least one family member who was tubercular, and
his investigation proved that approximately 90 percent of those consumptives were not native. 29 Silver City was the most extreme case, and,
in Sweet's opinion, "Were all the consumptives to leave ... Silver City
would become a mere spot in the desert."3o He calculated that 80 percent of the families of that Grant County town sheltered at least one
tubercular.
Several other New Mexico towns were not far behind. Socorro, Las
Vegas, Raton, Las Cruces, Roswell, and others were all heavily influenced by the migration, each of them with a strong majority of their
families including at least one "Iunger." Even so large a town (comparatively) as Albuquerque bore distinctly the impress of the phenomenon,
with perhaps as much as 50 percent of its citizenry consisting of consumptives and their relatives. 31 Dr. LeRoy Peters, one of the state's most
prominent tuberculosis specialists, estimated that in 1915 Albuquerque
had more than 2,500 consumptives among its 11,020 citizens, with his
figures comparing very closely to those of Sweet. 32 For the state in
general, there were in 1913 probably around 30,000 resident healthseekers within its total population of 330,000. One of every eleven New
Mexicans of that era had come seeking the cure. 33 Large numbers came,

27. Cited in Francis 1. B. Fest, "The Consumptive's Holy Grail," New Mexico Medical
Journal, 5 (March 1910),117-20.
28. Ernest A. Sweet, "Interstate Migration of Tuberculous Persons, Its Bearing on the
Public Health, with Special Reference to the States of Texas and New Mexico," Public
Health Reports, 30 (April 1915), 1059-91, 1147-73, 1225-55
29. Ibid, 1071, 1066-67.
30. Ibid, 1250.
31. Ibid, 1071.
32. LeRoy Peters, "What New Mexico Needs Most in Tuberculosis Legislation," New
Mexico Medical Journal, 15 (March 1916), 29-33.
33. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1071.
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and the migration was still increasing as of 1913. The flight of healthseekers to New Mexico and the West generally began to slow somewhat
. in the 1920s, but throughout the twenties and thirties and into the forties
their numbers remained significant. The Albuquerque Civic Council estimated that for that city alone at least 350 to 500 health-seekers (plus
families, in the case of many) were arriving every year as late as the
end of the thirties. 34 Given the state's limited population base in the first
half of this century, it was a population influx of enormous significance.
What kind of people were these health pilgrims of the tuberculosis
era, and how did New Mexicans react to these particular strangers in
their midst? The refugees were mostly young people in their twenties
and thirties, for it was part of the special savagery of tuberculosis that
it struck down young adults in the prime of their lives with special frequency. At the beginning of this century, pulmonary tuberculosis claimed
in any given year fully one-third of all the young adults who died in the
productive years between fifteen and forty-four years of age. The New
Mexico health-seekers fit that national pattern, for most of them were
young people, with the over-forty group rarely represented. 35 They were
predominantly male. A sample of a thousand health-seekers in EI Paso,
made around the start of the First World War, produced 715 males and
285 females,36 and figures for New Mexico would surely be little different.
Pulmonary tuberculosis itself showed no such marked sex preference.
The great predominance of men in the health-seeker sample is a reflection of the greater independence and mobility among American males
of that era than among females. Sociologically, they represented the
spectrum of America's populace, although there was a slight tilt toward
the upper end 'of the social ladder. One authority has called the "Iunger"
exodus "a selective process" that stocked western cities "with educated,
upper-middle-class, professional people, often the fathers or grandfathers of today's civic leaders"; and that judgment seems, by and large,
accurate. 37 The other end of the social spectrum, however, was also
represented in New Mexico. Silver City doctors, for example, certainly
judged the clientele at the two federal sanatoria in the state harshly:
Without a doubt no other institutions, outside those of a penal character, or insane asylums, can show quite so inferior a class of
patients as these two have to accept. Their patients are mostly
soldiers and sailors: equally improvident, thoughtless, dissipated,
ungrateful, and to a great extent syphilized 38
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

Fergusson, Our Southwest, 229.
Fest, "The Consumptive's Holy Grail," 118.
Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1245.
Wilson, "The Western Frontier and Climate Therapy," 566.
Earl S. Bullock and C. 1. Sands, "Twelve Years of Pulmonary Tuberculosis Treat-
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There may indeed have been something to that unequivocal indictment
of the patients at the federal institutions, but, in general terms, the healthseekers were important contributors and valuable additions to New Mexico society.
For their part, New Mexicans were generally inclined to welcome
the health-seekers, greeting them with sympathy and encouragement.
To their great credit, simple compassion and concern for their stricken
brothers and sisters seem to have been the controlling elements in the
reactions of most New Mexicans. If their glorious sunshine and magnificent mountain air might ease the physical ills of these unfortunate
health-seekers, then so be it and welcome. There were also many, however, who were quick to appreciate the economic opportunities inherent
in the phenomenon. There was an immediate need, of course, for hospital
construction to take care of the more desperately ill among the invalids,
and the great majority of them would have to seek out local physicians
for proper medical supervision while they "chased the cure,"39 but the
economic impact did not stop there. Hotels and boardinghouses profited
from the steady tide of "Iungers" and their families; real-estate agencies,
moving and storage companies, and service industries were beneficiaries of the influx. Other spinoff businesses (including funeral homes for
the unsuccessful or for those who came too late) were boosted by the
growth of the migration.
State and local government agencies and business circles quickly
organized themselves to respond to the opportunities and responsibilities associated with the tuberculosis industry. As early as 1880, the
arrival of the railroad had prompted the territorial government to establish
a Bureau of Immigration to help promote the territory and encourage
the investment of money and people in it. Over subsequent years the
bureau issued reams of promotional material, with much of it emphasizing the state's special salubrity. An explicit appeal to consumptives
and to physicians caring for them was commonly a part of that propaganda. As an example, one of the bureau's 1881 publications wrote of
Grant County: "For all pulmonary complaints there is not a more congenial spot on the top of the earth. Here you inhale the pure, fresh, lifegiving and invigorating air."40 Other official and nonofficial agencies also
played a part in boosting the territory. Albuquerque's Commercial ClUb,
ment in the West," Journal of the American Medical Association, 52 (June 19, 1909), 1973-

80.
39 This superficially curious phrase was ubiquitous during the era of the "Iungers,"
but there is no formal study of its origins. It surely had something to do with the flight of
tuberculars from their homes in quest of recovery, chasing the will-o'-the-wisp of good
health. It may also have had to do with the most prominent physical symbol of sanatorium
life, the chaise lounge on which tubercular patients took their daily rest.
40. Cited in Shane, "Salubrious Ei Dorado," 388-89
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forerunner of the Chamber of Commerce, encouraged its members to
take advantage of all opportunities to publicize their city as a healthsufferer's paradise, and promoted the health industry in other ways as
well. It organized and financed advertising campaigns-its secretary in
1915 coined a new slogan for the city: "Albuquerque, New Mexico, where
the sick get well and the well get prosperous! "41_and directly invested
some of its funds in helping tuberculosis-related enterprises get off the
ground. One prominent example reveals that in 1907-1908, when the
Presbyterian Church was considering Albuquerque and a number of
other Southwest cities as a possible site for a church-sponsored tuberculosis sanatorium, the Commer'cial Club offered to raise two thousand
dollars to help purchase a site for the institution. 42
Similarly, both state and local governments offered various incentives to facilitate the ~evelopment of the health industry. The territorial
legislature in 1903 offered exemption from taxation for a period of six
years to any company willing to invest one hundred thousand dollars in
construction of a sanatorium. 43 City governments tried various stratagems to encourage this kind of development. When foundation of a
sanatorium by the Methodist Church was under discussion in 1917, the
city of Albuquerque was eager to help, offering to waive sewer-connection charges for the new facility. The next year, however, the city fathers
refused to deal expeditiously with a request for the city's cooperation
in the establishment of a "Booker 1. Washington Memorial Sanatorium,"
and the proposed institution came to naught. The plan was essentially
killed by delays 44 There were obvious limits to what kinds of tuberculosisrelated enterprises would be encouraged. This entrepreneurial response
to the influx of health-seekers ought not to be considered callous or
heartless exploitation of the unfortunates flocking to New Mexico. Although it was indeed opportunist and hardheaded, there is virtually no
evidence of flagrant exploitation of the tuberculars over the half-century
span of the health-seeker era. It would be foolish, however, to ignore
the pragmatism that accompanied the honest desire to help in the reaction of New Mexico and its citizens to the development.
New Mexico's doctors joined enthusiastically in the promotion of
their home as a haven for consumptives. They made sure, for example,
that the territory was prominently represented in national organizations
41. Journal of the American Medical Association, 65 (October 2, 1915), 1194.
42. Marion Woodham, A History of Presbyterian Hospital, 1908 to 1976, with an
Update through 1979 (Albuquerque: Presbyterian Hospital Center, 1980),2. It appears,
however, that the club did not deliver on its pledge. See Stephany Wilson, "The Passing
of an Era: Presbyterian Sanatorium Coming Down," Inside: The Presbyterian Hospital
Center Magazine, 1 (1967), 4.
43. Journal of the American Medical Association, 41 (December 5, 1903), 1432.
44. Shane, "Salubrious EI Dorado," 394-95.
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and conferences associated with the war against tuberculosis. No fewer
than seven New Mexico tuberculosis specialists from around the territory
trekked to New York City in 1901 to represent New Mexico at a meeting
of the American Congress of Tuberculosis, and Dr. Francis Crosson of
Albuquerque delivered a paper on "The Sanatorium Treatment of Tuberculosis in New Mexico."45 Additionally, they pounded away at their
typewriters, producing numerous articles for both local and national
journals. Much of that writing was straightforward boosterism, touting
the advantages of New Mexico for consumptives; but they also published quite respectable research reports and clinical studies, an activity
which at least indirectly served to emphasize the fact that New Mexico
and its physicians were in the forefront of research and treatment of the
disease. 46 And they cultivated and preserved an extensive network of
medical contacts around the nation in order to keep in touch with ongoing research and study in their field and to keep themselves and their
region in the mainstream of the burgeoning tuberculosis industry.
Consistently through the half-century of the "I unger" era, New Mexico welcomed and encouraged pulmonary immigrants. As late as 1932
the Albuquerque Civic Council, especially created to boost the city's
renown as a health center and funded by a special tax levy, was still
billing Albuquerque as "the heart of the health country. "47 There was,
however, another side to that coin, for a kind of backlash to the flood of
tuberculars, at least to some elements among them, did in time develop.
The objections voiced against the health-seekers were broadly of two
types. First, some New Mexicans began to fear the spread of the disease, to worry about the effects on healthy natives of so many pulmonary
patients coughing, wheezing, and spitting invisible death all about them.
And second, while tuberculars flocking to the state with sufficient money
to take care of themselves in their exile were one thing, impecunious
consumptives, sitting on the curbsides, spitting in the roadway, and
depending on the larges~ and goodwill of New Mexicans for their care
were quite another.
Although the basic studies in the 1860s of the French army surgeon
45. Journal of the American Medical Association, 36 (May 18,1901),1405.
46. See, for example, Bullock and Sands, "Twelve Years of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
Treatment," 1973-80, for a good example of the genre. Drs. Bullock and Sands, who were
themselves "Iungers," practiced in Silver City at the Cottage Sanatorium. Bullock was one
of the grand old men of New Mexico tuberculosis specialists, practicing in Silver City from
1899 until 1926, when he returned to his native Michigan. He published numerous papers
and personally taught and influenced several waves of New Mexico lung specialists. Dr.
Sands worked, studied, and sought to recover from his own case'of tuberculosis with
Bullock's help. Sands left Silver City for Las Cruces, but he died there of pulmonary
tuberculosis at age thirty-three in 1916.
47. See its publication, Sunshine and Health in Albuquerque (Albuquerque: Civic
Council, 1932), 3.
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This tuberculosis therapy at Val mora Sanatorium was intended to limit the patient's chest motion in order to allow his lungs to rest. A belt hoist was slung
around the thorax. Courtesy Dr. Carl H. Gellenthien, Valmora.

Jean Villemin had strongly suggested the contagiousness of tuberculosis, it was not until after the discovery of the tubercle bacillus in 1882
by the German bacteriologist Robert Koch that the idea began to take
firm root in the public consciousness. Initially, there was relatively little
worry about the communicability of the disease, but shortly after the turn
of the century the general public grew increasingly concerned about
the spread of the germ by spitting, sneezing, and coughing. That increasing anxiety took form in different ways, with the passage of restrictive public-health legislation as one of its more conspicuous and
constructive manifestations. One of the major reasons for the formation
of the New Mexico Society for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis,
organized at the 1909 annual meeting of the New Mexico Medical Society, was "to promote interest in the fight against tuberculosis and to
stimulate on the part of the people a desire for laws offering some degree
of protection against the large number of alien consumptives who annually flock to our doors."48 In his 1908 presidential address to the New
Mexico Medical Society, Dr. Robert E. McBride, a distinguished Las
Cruces physician who, incidentally, had come to New Mexico in 1904
48. Peters, "What New Mexico Needs Most in Tuberculosis Legislation," 229.
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for the sake of his wife's health, expressed the growing alarm felt by
many in the territory and hinted at the prospect of strong measures:
The army of tubercular invalids should be brought under some sort
of control; promiscuous expectoration should be stopped and every
possible means taken to prevent these unfortunates from becoming
a danger to the population. I would not have you understand that
I advocate the plan that forbids them the right to search for health
in this glorious climate, but I most assuredly do believe that in return
for the health-giving properties of our glorious climate they should
be willing to submit to some legal regulation. Just what, is the question, but if we put our heads together I am sure that we can evolve
some plan whereby they may be made comfortable and yet not be
a source of danger49
President McBride's mention of "the plan that forbids them the right
to search for health in this glorious climate" referred to the fact that there
already existed widespread public sentiment, not only in New Mexico
but also in other areas strongly affected by the "Iunger" migration, in
favor of legal barriers to control the influx. The suggestion was already
bruited about that the federal government should step in and regulate
the traffic by a system of inspection and by requiring the issuance of a
permit to all infected interstate travelers. This was considerably more
than just citizen grousing. The governor ofTexas had already convened
an interstate conference in Waco, Texas, to which delegates from Kansas, Utah, Colorado, Arizona, Oklahoma, and. New Mexico had been
invited to discuss the possibility of establishing a quarantine at state
boundaries, which would permit passage only to special classes of
health-seekers so Such discussion eventually came to naught, but it was
important in building public sensitivity to the issue and consensus on
the necessity for public-health legislation to cope with the situation.
Despite its intensive exposure to the problem, New Mexico lagged
behind most of the nation in establishing public-health laws for the control of tuberculosis. A law prohibiting public spitting was passed in 1907,
slightly later than similar legislation elsewhere, but New Mexico officials
were slow to see the wisdom of such basic steps as making tuberculosis
a notifiable disease or requiring the fumigation of quarters vacated by
tuberculars. Their dilatoriness was partially a function of the territory's
general backwardness in the sphere of public health, but it was also a
result of the concern of vested interests not to overreact and scare away
49. Robert E. McBride, "The New Mexico Medical Society: Some Duties and Opportunities," New Mexico Medical Journal, 4 (September 1908), 10-15.
50. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1086-87, 1160.
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the health-seekers by a frenzy of restrictive legislation. Sadly, New Mexico was "ahead" in only one area of public-health legislation-its wellintentioned but ill-conceived 1901 law forbidding teaching in the public
schools by tuberculars. 51
The growing concern about the large numbers of tuberculars in
New Mexico cities and towns was reflected also in the significant discrimination against health-seekers. Paradoxically, hospitals certainly held
them at arm's length. In his 1913 tour through New Mexico and Texas,
Sweet found that "the majority of privately owned institutions, unless of
course they are conducted for that purpose, absolutely refuse admission
to such cases."52 Viewed from the perspective of the hospital administrator, a tuberculosis case was the same as one of diphtheria or scarlet
fever. It was dangerous to handle, other patients very commonly objected, and nurses often refused to care for tuberculars. Under such
circumstances, the seriously ill "Iunger" newly arrived in Albuquerque
or Las Vegas might indeed encounter problems in finding a hospital
bed. Similarly, hotels and boardinghouses could be flagrantly discriminatory. The better hotels frequently would not take consumptives at all.
When Colorado internist James J. Waring arrived in Colorado Springs
in 1908, then a young physician seeking the cure for his case of pulmonary tuberculosis, the famous Antlers Hotel reluctantly agreed to take
him, but made him promise to use the freight elevator. 53 Rejected by
first-class hotels, the tubercular might find a modicum of comfort at a
third-rate one, but even that might be only temporary. Sometimes, "having once passed muster, he finds that a more discerning clerk appears,
or that another guest has complained of his presence, and he is politely
informed that his room must be vacated. "54 Often the only lodging available to the newly arrived health-seeker was the boardinghouse, and
access to it might require quiet negotiation and perhaps even a small
bribe for the owner, who would then introduce the new guest to his fellow
boarders as a victim of "hay fever" or nervous trouble. A "Iunger" who
first sought refuge in Colorado wrote that he had to leave his first boardinghouse after three days when ten of his fellow boarders objected to
his presence, but had better luck at a second:
As I entered the dining-room for the first time, I was introduced by
the landlady to the assembled boarders -as the gentleman whom
51. I can find no record of any other state enacting such a law, at least not as early
as New Mexico. On the whole subject of public-health laws against tuberculosis, see
Philip P. Jacobs, compiler, The Campaign against Tuberculosis in the United States (New
York: National Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis, 1908), 347-414.
52. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1154.
53. Rogers, "Rise and Decline of Altitude Therapy," 13.
54. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1152-53.
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she had told them about-the one who came to Denver for his
rheumatism .... It was surprising the number of diseases I found
represented in that rooming house. But it was more surprising that
everyone coughed-dyspeptics, rheumatics, nervous wrecks, heart
patients, kidney patients, ear patients, Keely cure patients-all
coughed. 55
Not all hotels and boardinghouses reacted to consumptives in the
same way, and within particular businesses attitudes changed over time;
but the growth of "phthisiophobia"56 in the Southwest was definitely
reflected in the lodging industry. It was also expressed in employment
discrimination against the health-seekers. The New Mexico territorial law
barring tuberculars from the teaching profession has already been mentioned, and inArizona ranchers and businessmen put up signs declaring
consumptives unwelcome, at least as jobseekers. 57 The fear of the contagion spread by the consumptives was compounded by economic
resentment among a substantial segment of the working class in New
Mexico. The influx of "Iungers," especially those who had to look for
work, drove wages down. One labor leader commented, "Between the
Mexicans and lungers conditions are frightful."58
Fear of the spread of the disease by the army of immigrant consumptives was clearly the major factor in the growth of a backlash
against the "Iungers" in the Southwest, and, regrettably, not all tuberculars exercised precautions to protect others. Those who had spent
some time in government sanatoria or in one or another of the better
eastern institutions had been well trained and carried sputum cups, but
the vast majority of the consumptives, as well as healthy persons-turnof-the-century America was a society which spat-were careless with
their sputum. 59 But fear of the bacillus broadcast about by the "Iungers"
was often accompanied and magnified by the sad fact that among the
swarm of health-seekers debarking on railroad coaches allover the
Southwest were many who had spent their savings for a ticket to the
West.
The evidence regarding the dimensions of the indigent consumptives' problem is conflicting. Certainly, the descent of large numbers of
moneyless health-seekers was a major problem in Colorado, California,
55. Thomas Galbreath, quoted in Rogers, "Rise and Decline," 13.
56. This is Sweet's term, coined from his observations on his 1913 tour of Texas and
New Mexico. "Phthisis," of course, was from the old Greek word for "wearing away" and
was a synonym in the nineteenth century for consumption. See "Interstate Migration,"
1149.
57. Clyde L. Gittings, "Arizona's Reputation as a Health Spa." Arizona Medicine, 40
(March 1983), 150-53
58. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1248.
59. Ibid., 1083
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and Arizona as early as the 1880s and 1890s, presenting significant
medical and social problems. New Mexico was apparently not affected
as severely as those regions, but there were surely enough indigent
"Iungers" around to cause concern. Undoubtedly, the numbers and their
impact varied greatly from place to place. Dr. C. M. Mayes of Roswell
was worried enough about the number of indigent "Iungers" in his town
in 1909 to advocate a state-line quarantine to keep health-seekers out
if they lacked sufficient resources to care for themselves, His concern,
however, was mixed with compassion: "From a viewpoint of humanity
or charity, if you like, there is no sadder picture anywhere than the
indigent consumptive patient, and the picture, becomes many times
more sorrowful when they are cast among strangers, especially when
the strangers (as we are) are overburdened with this class."5o Dr. C. M.
Yater, his Roswell colleague, agreed about the severity of the problem,
claiming that only 25 percent of those who arrive,d in Roswell chasing
the cure were financially able to take care of themselves. In Silver City,
Drs. Bullock and Sands thought their situation was almost as bad, judging that 50 percent of Silver City's arrivals were unable to bear the
essential costs of convalescence. 51 In Albuquerque the problem was
serious enough in 1905 to prompt a special meeting of the town's associated charities to pass an indignant resolution of protest:
Resolved, that the physicians and authorities in other sections [of
the country] be strongly censured for sending health seekers to
Albuquerque and New Mexico when they have reached the stage
where they are beyond help from climatical advantages or are without sufficient funds to support themselves for a period of at least
six months, and that the press be urgently requested to give this
resolution the greatest publicity62
In light of this growing problem, the advertising campaigns boosting
New Mexico as the "Well Country" were modified to contain strong language that prospective health-seekers had better not come without being
able to finance a year's sanatorium care at from fifty to one hundred
dollars per month. But little dent was made in the numbers. As late as
1934.doctors in the Southwest were still complaining that "people [have
yet to] learn that climate is valueless unless it is backed up by a healthy
appetite, a contented soul, and an adequate pocket-book. "53 I
60. Gittings, "Arizona's Reputation," 152-53; Peters, "What New Mexico Needs Most
in Tuberculosis Legislation," 230; C. M. Mayes, "The Indigent Consumptive Proposition,"
New Mexico Medical Journal, 5 (November 1909), 18-21,
61. Yater, "Therapetitic Notes," 271; Bullock and Sands, "Twelve Years of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis Treatment," 1978,
62. Journal of the American Medical Association, 45 (December 16, 1905), 1880.
63. Southwestern Medicine, 18 (January 1934), 33-34
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A typical tuberculosis cottage, with canvas roll-up shades, located at 912 S.
Edith, Albuquerque. Courtesy of Albuquerque Museum Photoarchives.

Facilities for the care of the indigent sick were virtually nonexistent
in New Mexico during the era of the health-seekers. For example, there
was no state tuberculosis sanatorium until 1936, and it was intended
properly for the care of New Mexico natives only and not for immigrants
to the state. Private hospitals and sanatoria did what they could, but
there were clear limits to the number of charity cases they could handle.
Given these circumstances, an insidious, if understandable, practice
called "passing on" became common in New Mexico and throughout
the Southwest. Communities simply unloaded indigent consumptives on
one another. It became common practice for charity organizations as
well as for city and county agencies to dump their paupers, their insane,
their criminals, and other undesirables, indigent consumptives included,
upon neighboring cities. City officials of, say, Raton might "help out" a
penniless "Iunger" from the East by buying him a railroad ticket to Las
Vegas. Southwestern city, county, and state officials complained bitterly
that their part of the country had become "the dumping ground for the
tuberculous poor of other states," but the problem was definitely an
intrastate as well as an interstate one. 64
64. Sweet, "Interstate Migration," 1160,1167-68.
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Other factors also played at least minor roles in the growth of "phthisiophobia" among some New Mexicans. There were those, for example,
who were already dreaming of the development of a gigantic tourism
industry for the state and were fearful that tourists would not want to go
where hordes of tuberculars crowded the countryside. Others were persuaded that western cities and towns by the end of the century simply
did not need the tuberculars as badly as they once had, for the flow of
healthy immigrants had grown sufficiently to provide for the developmental needs of the region. 65 The full dimensions of this antitubercular
sentiment, however, are difficult to gauge. The Public Health Service
researcher who toured the state in 1913 thought it substantial, claiming
there was no doubt that the majority of Citizens thought the movement
was harmful. What is certain is that the worriers and naysayers never
generated any serious attempt to do anything about the tubercular traffic
beyond innocuous (and largely unenforced) anti-spitting laws. The bulk
of opinion seems actually to have rested with those who, while aware
of the problems associated with the phenomenon, nevertheless were
more impressed with its positive aspects or at least its unavoidability.
Many also simply believed that a helping hand offered to these unfortunates was, after all, just the right thing to do.
Whether they were welcomed or not, this army of tubercular invalids
claimed tough, frontier New Mexico as their own, changing it fundamentally in the process. New Mexico adjusted to accommodate the
special needs and interests of these new citizens.

65. Ibid., 1149-51, 1245.
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The WPA Federal Music Project In
New Mexico
CHARLES R. CUTTER

As victims of the Great Depression of the 1930s, American artists were
not exceptional. But as a group writers, actors, artists, and musicians
were among the first to experience hard times since "luxuries" such as
art and entertainment were the first things cut back in times of economic
hardship. Many musicians were forced to give up their professional
endeavors and seek whatever available employment they could find. It
was in this prevailing atmosphere of despair that musicians throughout
the country found a new patron in the federal government. Under the
auspices of the Works Progress Administration, the Federal Music Project
provided a variety of jobs for unemployed musicians.
In New Mexico, as elsewhere in the country, the impact of the
Federal Music Project (FMP) was largely beneficial. Local circumstances, however, created different needs that were met both imaginatively and energetically by the state's FMP director, Helen Chandler
Ryan, and project employees. Although generally ignored, the era of
the Federal Music Project forms an interesting and important chapter in
the history of New Mexico's musical community.
Among the many agencies created by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to cope with the economic devastation of the Great Depression was
the Works Progress Administration. On May 6, 1935, Executive Order
Charles R. Cutter is a candidate for the doctorate in history, University of New Mexico.
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Helen Chandler Ryan in 1946. Courtesy of the Ryan family.

7034 established the WPA as an independent agency, pursuant to the
Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935. 1 The philosophy of the WPA,
headed by Harry Hopkins, was to avoid the "dole," preferring instead
to provide work-relief for America's unemployed by creating worthwhile
jobs at various levels, from unskilled to white collar.
Perhaps it was Roosevelt's patrician sense of noblesse oblige that
inclined him favorably to the role of government as friend of the arts.
Certainly his background had provided him with some knowledge of,
and appreciation for, fine arts. Possibly it was his wish to share this
appreciation with the common people, or he may have felt obligated to
help artists as a group. Judging from the stated aims of the Federal Arts
1, Executive Order 7034, May 6, 1935.
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Projects-to provide work and serve the community-both factors played
a part in the decision to offer help. Whatever the reasons, in July 1935,
the WPA organized the Division of Professional and Service Projects
under the direction of Jacob Baker. Within this division was created
Federal Project Number One, commonly known simply as Federal One,
which consisted of four main sub'divisions devoted to music, drama,
literature, and art. Funding began in October of the same year, and the
WPA initiated the federal government's venture into the world of artistic
patronage shortly thereafter. 2
Despite the success of some programs, especially that of music,
opposition to FOR's New Deal, and Federal One in particular, mounted.
Many felt that the Theatre Project was far too radical, and it became the
target of conservative attacks in Congress. Consequently, Federal One
was terminated ,in September 1939. In a reorganization of the program,
the Theatre Projec,t ceased and all other projects fell under the general
designation of the WPA Art Program. Changes in operating procedure,
designed to weaken the program, greatly altered the nature of activities
of the music program. Local or state sponsorship of at least 25 percent
was now required. More damaging was the "eighteen month" clause
providing that no individual be allowed on project relief rolls for any
longer than one and a half years. This especially hurt the continuity and
quality of projects of a highly professional nature, such as symphony
orchestras 3
Throughout the country the Federal Music Project functioned in
much the same way, though regional and local variation did exist. Named
to head the project was Dr. Nikolai Sokoloff, former conductor of the
Cleveland Symphony Orchestra and respected music educator. Sokoloff's emphasis on professionalism resulted in the formation of several
highly acclaimed symphony orchestras comprised of WPA employees.
It also brought criticism from many for his neglect of, and disdain for,
community oriented music programs which featured folk or popular musicians 4 Partly because of this conflict, Sokoloff resigned in 1939. His
successor, Earl V. Moore, gave much more attention to promoting music
as an amateur activityS
Despite administrative problems, the FMP achieved remarkable
success and, more importantly, public acceptance. Within nine months
2. Francis O'Connor, Federal Art Patronage, 1933-1943 (College Park, Maryland:
University of Maryland, 1966), 27.
3. William F McDonald, Federal Relief Administration and the Arts (Columbus: Ohio
State University Press, 1969), 616: O'Connor, Patronage, 28.
4. Neal Cannon, "Art For Whose Sake: The Federal Music Project of the WPA," Ray
Browne, Larry N. Landrum and William K. Bottorf, eds., Challenges in American Culture
(Bowling Green, Ohio: Bowling Green University Popular Press, 1970), 85-98.
5. McDonald, Federal Relief, 605-10.
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of its inception the project boasted an enrollment of more than 15,000
musicians nationwide who otherwise would have been unemployed,
"their horns untootled."6 After one full year of operation the musicians
employed by the music project increased to over 17,000 with work in
159 symphony and concert orchestras, 89 bands, 25 chamber music
ensembles, 133 dance, theatre and novelty groups, 35 vocal groups,
and 258 teaching projects. There also existed programs for copyists,
arrangers, binders, tuners, and instrument repairmen, as well as work
for nearly 350 persons in administrative capacities of the project,? The
national Federal Music Project was a wide-ranging ambitious endeavor.
Many musicians wee already on work-relief when the project began, most of them working as laborers. s "Able musicians were swinging
picks and shovels on labor projects, their hands toughening and all but
losing their essential sensitivity."9 One of the first steps taken by the
project was to set up audition boards to evaluate the musical capacity
of applicants. Naturally, standards of musicianship varied from place to
place, but there was a firm insistence upon technical proficiency. In fact,
Sokoloff's standards were at first so high that many professional musicians found themselves unqualified for the program. Pressures from
groups such as the American Federation of Music forced Sokoloff to
recognize the fact that not all professional musicians were of symphony
caliber. 10 By giving jobs as musicians to those who qualified the project
eased the tight labor market in two ways. Not only did musicians find
work, but others took their places as laborers in less esoteric work-relief
projects.
The big music centers of the country tended to emphasize large
symphony orchestras and often had distinguished conductors, such as
Leopold Stokowski, who volunteered their services to the program. Smaller
population centers supported lesser known figures and often emphasized regional folklore or musical instruction." At every level, however,
talented men and women found a much needed avenue to pursue their
musical careers. Like a number of important American painters, the

6. "WPA Melody for Twenty Millions," Literary Digest, 122 (September 19,1936),22.
7. "The Federal Music Project," New Republic, 89 (November 11, 1936),48; National
Archives and Records Center, Record Group 69, "Record of Program Operation and
Accomplishment: The Federal Music Project, 1935 to 1943," 46, WPA Federal Music Project
(hereafter cited as FMP), Record Group 69, National Archives.
8. McDonald, Federal Relief, 584-600, gives details concerning pre-WPA work relief
for musicians.
9. "WPA Melody," 22.
10. McDonald, Federal Relief, 610.
11. "WPA Melody," 22.
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federal government patronized these musicians during the lean years
of the Great Depression. 12
Perhaps the most important and unexpected result of the Federal
Music Project was the great stimulus it gave to the appreciation of music
by the general American public. In the first nine months of the project
alone, some twenty million persons attended the government-sponsored
concerts. Just as important, hundreds of thousands of Americans, adults
and children, eagerly enrolled in various instructional programs offered
by FMP teachers. 13 Americans seemed to favor the work being done by
the WPA Federal Music Project, not only for the employment opportunities
for musicians, but also for its entertainment and artistic value. Wrote one
music critic:
The Federal Music Project of the WPA has done noble work for
music in America. In fact, its labors in the cause of creative music
are unique. Never before has there been so wholesale an exposure
of a nation's creative sources. 14
Among the states of the Rocky Mountain West, New Mexico was
fortunate in having one of the most imaginative and dynamic FMP directors. Appointed on January 1, 1936, Helen Chandler Ryan served as
head of the New Mexico project until just before the program ended in
1943. 15 Operating from her headquarters at 1403 West Central Avenue
in Albuquerque, her tireless efforts on behalf of the FMP won praise from
colleagues both in and out of state.
A special set of problems confronted Ryan in the initial stages of
the program. Since allocation of federal funds was based on the number
of musicians and music projects within a state, New Mexico's small
population meant less money. With Albuquerque as the largest city (about
35,000 inhabitants) New Mexico was hard pressed to compete with
states that had cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, or New York (which
alone had two full WPA symphony orchestras and employed nearly 700
musicians).16 Ryan wisely decided not to imitate programs of the larger
states, but set out to develop a project better suited to New Mexico's
circumstances.
Whereas other mountain states, particularly Utah and Colorado,
12. William Schuman and Roger L. Stevens, Economic Pressures and the Future of
the Arts (New York: Free Press, 1979), 80.
13. "Federal Music Project," Current History, 48-49 (September 1938), 43; FMP,
"Record of Program Operation and Accomplishment," 360, FMP.
14. Samuel Shotzinoff, as quoted in "WPA Melody," 22.
15. Memo from Ellen S. Woodward to Jay duVon, n.d., 651.311 New Mexico, FMP.
16 "Pride of New York City WPA," Newsweek, 17 (March 31, 1941), 63.
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spent considerable effort in supporting fine performing symphony orchestras, no professional WPA performing unit existed in New Mexico.
Instead, the state FMP limited its sponsorship to musical groups that
performed under the leadership of so-called "instructor-directors" employed by the WPA,17 Unlike regular WPA performing units, these groups
were permitted to charge admission for their concerts since members
were not on the federal payroll. The only stipulation was that the instructor-director donate the time spent at performances. 18
A surprising variation in musical styles characterized New Mexico's
FMP presentations. The most uniquely Southwestern of the performing
groups organized and instructed by WPA teachers were the tfpica orchestras that likewise existed in Arizona and Texas. 19 Playing the Hispanic music of the region, several such groups performed in New Mexico,
including the Children's Tipica Orchestra of Albuquerque, led by Pedro
Valles, and a similar group under the direction of Pablo Mares in Las
Vegas. This second group performed frequently at fiestas and other
public functions in the Santa Fe area. Another well-known group which
played Hispanic folk music was the guitar ensemble of the Hernandez
brothers of Bernalillo. 20 The New Mexico FMP proudly capped 1938 by
presenting Los Pastores, a traditional Hispanic nativity play, performed
by children under the guidance of music project teachers at Santa Fe's
historic Palace of the Governors. 21
As with the Hispanic music, most performances sponsored by the
New Mexico FMP were of a popular nature. City parks, public schools,
hospitals, and churches served as sites for presentations. Various community concert bands, choral groups, "Ariglo-folk" ensembles, and a
few jazz groups performed regularly throughout the state. Albuquerque's
Junior Community Band reportedly played two concerts a week during
the month of June 1938. The Espanola Community Band was equally
active, giving performances in Taos, Chama, Puye, and Parkview. 22 Both
Albuquerque and Roswell had Negro spiritual vocal groups, and Don
Lesmen, a long-time AlbuquerqJe musician, recalls that the San Isidro
CCC jazz band he led often played at the "concert in the park" series
17. Helen Ryan to Nikolai Sokoloff, February 1,1938,651311 New Mexico, FMP.
18. Ryan to Sokoloff, April 6, 1938, ibid.
19. Narrative Reports, Arizona 1939, FMP.
20. Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1939, FMP; personal interview with K. L. Higgins,
Albuquerque, October 1983; personal interview with Concha Ortiz y Pino de Kleven,
Albuquerque, April 1982; personal interview with Higgins, Albuquerque, April 1982.
21. Ryan to Sokoloff, December 10, 1938, 651.311 New Mexico, FMP
22. Interview with Higgins, October 6, 1983; personal interviews with Don Lesmen,
Albuquerque, March 1982 and November 1983; Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1938,
FMP.
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in Albuquerque. An accordion band developed by the New Mexico FMP
so excited Senator Carl Hatch that he sought to book the group at the
nation's capital. Some 736 free publicconcerts underWPA sponsorship
were given in New Mexico in the first two years of the project's existence. 23
Of the other mountain states, only Arizona came close to approximating New Mexico's commitment to the idea of "music for the people."
Although Utah and Colorado symphony orchestras gave numerous public performances gratis or at greatly reduced prices, their real emphasis
was clearly on "artistic" rather than popular music. When one Colorado
group attempted to lighten its program, it received a sharp reprimand
from the national office warning against including such numbers as "Mr.
Krevas and His Musical Bottles" or Miss Matlick's "Whistling Novelty."24
New Mexico sidestepped this difficulty by not having any professional
performing unit and by designating all groups as "community activity
groups." In this way, they were free to perform the music they desired. 25
Though performances were a major part of the FMP, in New Mexico
other aspects of the project had greater impact. Perhaps reflective of
Ryan's training in the field of music education, one of the most important
contributions of the New Mexico project was in music instruction. Cosponsored by school districts, many of them rural, the WPA offered
instruction through the schools in twenty-three of the state's thirty-one
counties. By August 1939, music education reached sixty-two schools
where music had never been provided by local boards of education.
Belen, for example, started its first school band in 1936 under the direction of music project employee Bennett Shacklett. 26 As a gesture to
private instructors who feared losing students to the WPA, children were
required to submit a form showing their parents' inability to pay for
lessons. 27
Other institutions also served as centers for FMP education. As an
extracurricular activity, a number of Civilian Conservation Corps camps
offered music instruction. Because the military administered the CCC,
some of the music programs were run by army personnel. Other CCC
23. Interview with Lesmen, March 1982, Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1942, FMP;
memo from duVon to Douglas Brooks, July 11, 1941, 651.311 New Mexico, FMP; WPA
Writers Program, New Mexico: A Guide to the Colorful State (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1945), 147.
24. Alma Munsell to Ivan Miller, February 26, 1936, 651.311 Colorado, FMP.
25. Sokoloff to Ryan, June 17, 1938, 651311 New Mexico, FMP.
26. Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1939, FMP; personal interview with Bennett Shacklett,
Roswell, December 1, 1983.
27. Ryan to Sokoloff, October 11, 1938, 651.311 New Mexico, FMP.
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camps, however, went through the state FMPto hire their band leaders. 28
The National Youth Administration Girls' and Boys' Camps and Girls'
Welfare Home in Albuquerque, likewise, offered WPA music classes. 29
Instruction was not only for school children. As part of the folklore
project, teacher-directors trekked from community to community organizing vocal groups and giving instruction in the use of traditional instruments of New Mexico such as the guitar and violin. In Roswell and
Las Cruces, several black churches combined to co-sponsor two instructor-directors from California who headed several Negro spiritual
groups. Response from participants and community to these two musicians, Carrie Daniels and Arthur Walker, was enthusiastic and the work
accomplished "very gratifying."30 Even the inmates at the New Mexico
State Penitentiary benefitted from the WPA Music Project. A penitentiary
orchestra under FMP direction afforded a figurative escape for the men
who played as well as entertainment for the rest of the inmates. 31
An excellent example of Ryan's enthusiasm and commitment to the
educational aspect of the FMPwas the Work Conference of Federal Music
Teachers which she organized in March 1939. Held at the University of
New Mexico, the three-day session featured workshops, demonstrations, and lectures designed to instruct and inspire the project teachers
of New Mexico, So great was respect for her among colleagues that
prominent music educators outside the project took part in the conference and one Albuquerque music store owner, Bernie May, offered to
accommodate visiting teachers in his own home 32
New Mexico thus differed from other states in the region by emphasizing music education, especially in rural areas, While Colorado,
Utah, and Arizona offered performances for school children, these projects did not actively promote actual musical instruction to the extent
demonstrated in New Mexico. Ryan's instructional approach won praise
from National Director Earl V. Moore, who felt that New Mexico's program
"should be extended to . , , nearby states which have similar rural problems."33
Across the country, the Great Depression years WElre marked by

28 Personal interviews with Charles G Ryan. Albuquerque. April 1982 and November
1983; interview with Lesmen. November 1983; Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1939, FMP.
29, Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1938, FMP,
30, "Spanish-American Folk Songs of New Mexico," Works Progress Administration,
Federal Music Project, Unit Number 1, 1936-37, Mimeographed booklet available at the
Albuquerque Public Library, Special Collections; interview with Charles G, Ryan, April
1982; Healy to Woodward, June 25, 1938,651,311 New Mexico, FMP.
31. Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1939, FMP.
32. Narrative Reports, New Mexico 1939, FMP; personal interview with Bernie May,
Albuquerque, December 1, 1983
33 Ryan to Earl V. Moore, September 12, 1939, 651.311 New Mexico, FMP,
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Illustration from The Spanish-American Song and Game Book (New York: A. S.
Barnes and Company, 1942).

an inward-looking nationalism that stressed the unique features of American cultural life, New Mexico's FMP reflected this general trend. 34 Indeed, one of the most ambitious projects on the state level, and certainly
the most conspicuous in a national context, was the collection of traditional Hispanic folklore. Director Ryan, like so many before and since,
was fascinated by the simple yet beautiful melodies of the Hispanic
community. Under her impetus the project avidly sought to preserve
these tunes.
WPA employees from both the music and writers' projects set out
to collect as many folk songs from as many sources as possible, usually
from older Hispanics. Long isolated because of rugged terrain, poor
roads, an absence of electronic media, and perhaps a certain mistrust
of the Anglo world, many villages of northern New Mexico still maintained
some archaic vestiges of Spanish culture. Not only speech patterns,
but many of the songs sung by these hardy people had died out in both
Spain and Mexico yet were still part of the New Mexican tradition. 35

34, Richard D. McKinzie, The New Deal for Artists (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1973), x,
35. Personel interview with John Donald Robb, Albuquerque, March 1982,
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Having compiled the tunes, FMP workers scored the musical notation along with accompanying words, cut stencils, and supplied mimeographed copies to music project teachers in the state. 36 One tfpica
orchestra from EI Paso eventually recorded two of these numbers for
the National Youth Administration using the arrangements of the New
Mexico project. 37
This dimension of the project, carried out in cooperation with the
state's Federal Writers Project, received considerable attention both in
and out of state. New Mexico's effort to collect and revive Hispanic folk
music prompted national folk festivals director Sarah Gertrude Knott to
remark in 1939 that "there is in New Mexico a finer integration of music
project activities with the life of the people than in any other part of the
United States that I have visited. "38
Presentations of folklore such as Los Pastores and the tfpica concerts have been mentioned. A frequent co-sponsor of these events was
the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) who understandably supported the spread of Hispanic culture through the FMP. A typical
program presented under LULAC patronage in 1936 featured "songs
and dances handed down from generation to generation in New Mexico
from Spanish ancestors."39
Besides public performances and group instruction of folk music,
the New Mexico FMP also published some of the songs collected by
project employees. Significantly, all five of the agency's publications
dealt in one way or another with the Hispanic music ofthe region. Federal
Music Project Unit Number 1 (1936-1937) was entitled "Spanish-American Folk Songs of New Mexico." FMP Unit Number 2 carried the same
title and dates but offered a different selection of tunes. A third publication, printed in 1939, was a "Guitar Method with Guitar Arrangements
of Spanish-American Folk Songs of New Mexico." Federal Music Project
Unit Number 3 appeared in 1940 as "Spanish-American Singing Games
of New Mexico," and reappeared two years later as a formal publication
under the title The Spanish-American Song and Game Book, a joint
venture with the state's Writers Project. A final publication, "SpanishAmerican Dance Tunes of New Mexico," comprised Unit Number 4 and
was published in 1942.
With the advent of World War II, the Federal Music Project declined
in importance throughout the country. By 1940 FMP groups had begun
to play for the entertainment of troops in several areas. Once the nation
36. "Spanish-American Folk Songs," Unit Number 1; personal interviews with Virginia
LaPine, Albuquerque, April 1982 and November 1983.
37. Ryan to Margaret Valiant, May 5,1941,651311 New Mexico, FMP.
38. As quoted in Lorin Brown, Hispano Folk/de of New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978), 242
39. Albuquerque Journal, June 4, 1936, p. 7.
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actually entered into hostilities, all efforts of the WPA went to the war
cause. 40 New Mexico differed little from other music projects in this
respect. The plan adopted by the state FMP as of June 1942 stated that
the project would only "operate in places where there are Military establishments and only for [the] War Effort." In May 1942 the music project
sponsored a city-wide contest at Barelas Community Center in Albuquerque to discover musical talent for locally stationed troops. Other
activities included performances at the Veterans Hospital, entertainment
of troop trains, and a "half-hour program at the State-Wide Price Control
Meeting" where the state director led the singing of the Star Spangled
Banner 41 The Federal Music Program came to a quiet end on June 30,
1943 when Congress terminated the Federal Works Administration.
Like the national Federal Music Project, the agency's impact on
New Mexico was largely beneficial. New Mexico, however, differed from
other areas, even other states in the region, in several important ways.
Realizing that New Mexico's small allocation of federal funds could not
support a salaried professional symphony as in Utah and Colorado,
Ryan sought to spread the direct financial benefits around the state to
different types of musicians, both performers and instructors. Though
funding and employee numbers were comparatively small (never exceeding thirty musicians), the project nevertheless offered much needed
employment. As one Albuquerque saxophone player succinctly phrased
it, "The WPA was a good thing, man; times were bad and it gave us
musicians a chance to work. "42 Besides providing actual jobs, the project
served to boost the morale of musicians and kept up their professional
skills. Undoubtedly, it helped raise the flagging spirits of New Mexicans
in general since they were treated to free quality entertainment.
Former FMP employees have recounted numerous stories of underprivileged children getting their first taste of music participation, underscoring another benefit of the program. At Civilian Conservation Corps
camps, rural schools, or community activities, youngsters had a chance
to experience the thrill of playing an instrument, something they would
ordinarily have been denied. A number of schools, including Belen, trace
their music education program to the WPA. 43
Some effects of the project became apparent later; many musicians
gained valuable experience as WPA workers that helped them in their
40. McDonald, Federal Relief, 616.
41. Albuquerque Journal, May 7, 1942, p. 7; Report of May 26, 1942, 651.311 New
Mexico, FMP
42. Interview with Lesmen, March 1982.
43. Nearly all of the interviewees had stories of this nature Bennett Shacklett began
the music program in the Belen schools.
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Illustration from The Spanish-American Song and Game Book (New York: A. S.
Barnes and Company, 1942).

subsequent careers. K. L. Higgins, a long-time respected music educator with the AIQuquerque Public Schools, acquired teaching experience in the summer music camps funded by the FMP. Bennett Shaklett
moved directly from his project assignment in Belen to head that school
district's first music education program. Similarly, Don Lesmen's stint as
director of a CCC jazz group aided in his later career as leader of various
Albuquerque jazz ensembles.
New Mexico's Federal Music Project is characterized by a conspicuous lack of ethnic or racial prejudice in its programs. The emphasis
on Hispanic music has been noted, but even groups not specializing
in this area were often directed by, and included, a large number of
persons of Spanish ancestry. Blacks were likewise represented in groups
such as Albuquerque's Junior Community Band, as well as Negro spiritual groups. The music project thus served to promote ethnic diversity
in the state.
The music project also had an impact on the study of New Mexican
folklore. While there had been scattered interest from many different
quarters in collecting Hispanic folklore and folk songs, it was under the
direction of the federal government that the first systematic and coordinated efforts were made to record and revive New Mexico's rich folk
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tradition. 44 The WPA brought together both the collectors and the participants and served as a catalyst for a concerted effort to collect, preserve, and teach various aspects of Hispanic folk art in New Mexico.
The high caliber of this effort is demonstrated in the presence of Arthur
L. Campa and Ruben Cobos, major Hispanic folklorists at the University
of New Mexico, as participants in the WPA program, though not as
employees of the music project. .Later research on the subject followed
the trend set in the WPA era: folklorists looked to the government to fund
their efforts. 45
It is apparent that New Mexico's Federal Music Project offered a
wide variety of employment opportunities and community programs which
helped relieve the economic distress of the state's musicians and heightened musical appreciation among the general public. Helen Chandler
Ryan's ability to transmit project ideals into workable programs that
maximized New Mexico's strong points benefitted musicians and nonmusicians alike. When viewed in terms of its immediate and long-range
achievements, the Federal Music Project in New Mexico appears to have
been an overwhelming success.

44. Personal interview with Grace Edmister, Albuquerque, March 1982; interview with
Charles G Ryan, April 1982.
45. Interview with Robb, March 1982.

The EI Paso and Northeastern
Railroad's Economic Impact on
Central New Mexico
G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.

In the .Iate 1870s and early 1880s, the discovery of fairly rich deposits
of gold and coal in the mountain regions northeast of the present-day
town of Carrizozo, New Mexico, attracted the attention of miners, prospectors, and speculators. The boom that followed resulted in the birth
of White Oaks, New Mexico. The town was divided into lots that were
.sold rapidly and various businesses, including an opera house, soon
appeared. By December 1880, White Oaks had daily mail service and
a weekly newspaper. Despite such signs of progress, the town remained
essentially isolated due to primitive means of transportation. The nearest
branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad was at EI Paso, Texas, one.
hundred and sixty miles to the south, while the Santa Fe Railroad's
nearest line was at Socorro, New Mexico, about one hundred miles to
the west. Most of White Oaks's supplies had to be freighted in from the
railroad stations and the output of the mines hauled out by wagons. It
took about two weeks for the freight wagons to reach EI Paso and return,
while ten days was considered average for the round trip to Socorro.
Under these conditions it is not surprising that inhabitants of the White
Oaks District began to clamor for a railroad. 1 In 1881, officials of the
G. L. Seligmann, Jr., is associate professor of history in North Texas State University.
1. For a more complete history of the EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad see G. L.
Seligmann, Jr., "The EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad and Its Economic Influence in
New Mexico" (master's thesis, New Mexico State University, 1958). The author would like
to thank the North Texas State University Faculty Research Committee for its support of
this research project.
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Santa Fe investigated the possibilities of running a line to White Oaks
from San Antonio, New Mexico, a little south of Socorro. The line, however, was never built. 2
Some of the citizens of EI Paso, however, were more optimistic than
were the Santa Fe officials. In 1888, work began on the Kansas City, EI
Paso, and Mexican Railway Company, known in EI Paso as the White
Oaks Railroad. One year later, the White Oaks Railroad consisted of
approximately ten miles of track, with the line ending north of the present
Fort Bliss Military Reservation. Here construction ceased, with the company out of funds and forced into receivership. For the next three years
Morris R. Locke, the principal backer of the line, went from banker to
banker trying without avail to secure funding for the railroad. In 1892
Charles Davis, the receiver, sold the properties and right-of-way for fifty
thousand dollars to Jay Gould. At this time Gould also had controlling
interest in the Texas and Pacific Railway Company. Apparently Gould
intended to have the Texas and Pacific complete the line to White Oaks,
but neither he nor the railroad took any immediate action. The stage
was set for the arrival in EI Paso of Charles B. and John A. Eddy .. and
their attorney, William A. Hawkins. 3
In 1895 the Eddys sold their land and irrigation interests in the Pecos
Valley region to their partner John Hagerman, and began to look for
some other area to develop. From the Carlsbad, New Mexico, area they
moved to EI Paso intending to build up the Tularosa Basin and surrounding areas. For the townsite, logging, and mining development the/.had
2. William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier: Twelve New Mexico Items (Santa Fe,
New Mexico: Rydal Press, 1945),32-34.242-56. For a first-hand account of life in White
Oaks see Morris B. Parker, White Oaks: Life in a New Mexico Gold Camp 1880-1900, ed.
C. L. Sonnichsen (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1971). A good general history of
the entire Tularosa Basin, although oriented toward the colorful aspects of the region's
past. is C. L. Sonnichsen, Tularosa: Last of the Frontier West (New York: Devin-Adair
Company, 1960); Norman Hall, in a speech dated February 23, 1956, prepared for the
superintendent of the Southern Pacific to be given at Alamogordo, New Mexico. Copy in
possession of the author.
3. S. G Reed, A History of Texas .Railroads (Houston, Texas: St. Clair Publishing
House, 1941), 274. The original stockholders included Henry L. Newman of San Francisco,
California; Major J. M. Clements of Oakland, California; Colonel J. A. Steinberger of San
Francisco, California; Morris R. Locke of Illinois; W C. Masterson of Kansas City. Missouri;
and Captain H. C. Detwiler, apparently of EI Paso. W C. Masterson was placed in charge
of construction EI Paso Times, May 15, 1888, p. 5; Department of the Interior, Report of
the Governor of New Mexico to the Secretary of the Interior, 1889 (Washington, DC:
Government Printing Office, 1889), 10; Keleher, Frontier, 242; Morris R. Locke and Company had contracted to build the railroad and received a large block of stock as payment.
EI Paso Times, May 19, 1888, p. 5; EI Paso Daily Times, April 29, 1892, p. 7; Julius
Grodinsky, Jay Gould: His Business Career 1867-92 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1957) does not mention this transaction, possibly because of the relatively
small sums involved. The EI Paso papers of the period, however, give the impression that
Gould was going to rebuild and rejuvenate EI Paso completely.
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planned, transportation was a necessity. They recognized the White
Oaks Railway as the answer to the transportation question. 4 Charles
Eddy went to New York City in 1897 to negotiate for the properties and
right-of-way from the Texas and Pacific Railway. This task completed,
he returned to EI Paso to get a franchise from the city council to lay
track on certain city streets.
Under the terms of the franchise, Eddy was to begin rebuilding the
White Oaks Railroad in Texas within ninety days and was to have one
hundred miles completed and operating within eighteen months. If he
should fail in either of these stipulations, he would forfeit his ten thousand
dollar deposit. If he met the terms, the council would return the deposit
to the railroad. s
Construction of the railroad began about December 1, 1897. By
January 19, 1898, the contractors were laying track on the main line
with work progressing rapidly. The railroad crossed the state line into
New Mexico on February 5, 1898, and on June 14, 1898, the railroad
arrived at what is now Alamogordo. 6
It is apparent that Eddy looked toward three potential sources of
revenue. First, there were extensive deposits of coal in the area, for
supplying his own railroad and the Southern Pacific, for the smelters in
EI Paso, Arizona, and Mexico, and for the coal consuming industries of
the Southwest. Second, his railroad would serve as a vital link in a new
rail route from Chicago to EI Paso and into the interior of Mexico. Third,
the vast forests of the Sacramento Mountains near Alamogordo had the
potential for commercial logging. In order to exploit the first two sources,
the railroad, after a lag of almost six months, continued north. During
this time railroad ties were being brought out of the Sacramento Mountains by the railway company; meanwhile, railway representatives were
taking options on seventy-five of the surrounding ranches, expecting to
sell them to farmers whom the railroad planned to bring into the area.?
Railroad construction commenced north of Alamogordo in April 1899
and proceeded rapidly. By June 1899 track had been completed to
\

4. Keleher, Frontier, 241-42. In addition to township speculation, farming, ranching,
and logging interests that could be developed along with the mining at White Oaks, there
was also talk of using the white sands in the area to manufacture plaster of paris and of
developing the soda beds near Tularosa. See An Illustrated History of New Mexico (2
vols, Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), I: 198. For a detailed analysis of the
geology of the region see O. E. Meinzer and R. F. Hare, Geology and Water Resources
of the Tularosa Basin, New Mexico and Adjacent Areas [Water Supply Paper, Number
343, United States Geological Survey] (Washington, DC.: Government Printing Office,
1915); Hall speech.
5. Hereafter Eddy will refer to Charles B. Eddy. EI Paso Daily Times, September 21,
189B,p. 3.
6. Hall speech; EI Paso Daily Times, January 20, 1898, p. 3, February 6, 1898, p. 3,
June 14, 1898, p. 3.
7. Hall speech; Keleher, Frontier, 247; EI Paso Daily Times, January 26, 1898, p. 2.
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Three Rivers; and by August 1899 the line had reached Carrizo Flats,
the site of present-day Carrizozo. At this point White Oaks was only an
hour by horse from the railroad. It was now possible to leave White Oaks
in the morning and be in EI Paso by seven o'clock that same day. White
Oaks, however, was doomed to never have a railroad terminal and to
slowly wither away to a ghost town B
From Carrizozo, the railroad was built to the present-day site of
Capitan, New Mexico, to tap the Salado coal fields. The Salado field, in
which the Eddys had large holdings, was developed and equipped with
adequate machinery and experienced coal miners had been brought
in from Pennsylvania to work the mines. A considerable amount of "white
ash coal" was being mined and marketed in EI Paso. 9
The Salado coal field production expanded until 1901, reaching a
peak production of 171,000 tons per year Production then began to
decrease steadily because of geological conditions. By 1907, production was down to 1,898 tons, all of which was sold to the government
hospital at Fort Stanton, New Mexico. lO
While Eddy was building the branch line to Capitan, he was apparently negotiating with the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad
to extend their line from Liberal, Kansas, to meet his railroad at Santa
Rosa, New Mexico. The Rock Island management began bUilding south
through an almost deserted region and when the two railroads met at

8. EI Paso Daily Times, April 6, 1898, p. 4; Keleher, Frontier, 248. Keleher speaks of
the railroad as "White Oaks Junction in the Carrizoza Flat." Hall, however, calls it "Carrizo
Flats"; Hall speech. Both are correct. Hall suggests two possible reasons why the railroad
never reached White Oaks: first, lack of adequate water supply; and second, control of
the White Oaks coal mines by certain interests. The latter fact led the railroad to believe
that unreasonable royalties would be charged for the coal. Keleher supports the second
reason and also advances the idea that the development of the Dawson coal field kept
Eddy from building to White Oaks after the Salado coal fields were abandoned in 1900.
Keleher, Frontier, 253. There is an element of truth in Keleher's latter point in that with the
purchase of the Dawson coal fields,Eddy had control of a much bigger field than that at
White Oaks. Five months, however, after the date that Keleher gives for the closing of the
Salado coal fields, the New Mexico Territorial mine inspector visited the mines and found
a total of seventy-four men and boys at work. One year later he found fifty men at work
underground in one mine alone (Keleher, Frontier, 250). Department of the Interio(Annual
Report of the United States Mine Inspector for the Territory of New Mexico to the Secretary
of the Interior, 1902 (Washington, D.C.: 1902), 27-28.
9. Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900, p. 14. A chemical
analysis of the coal taken from the Salado coal fields showed that the coal had an ash
content of 11 percent. Analysis of coal from other mines in the state showed ash contents
of 7 percent, 5.2 percent, 7.9 percent, and 7.65 percent. Report of the Governor of New
Mexico . .. 1901, p. 548. This high ash content apparently caused the coal from the Salado
fields to leave a whiter residue after burning. Annual Report of the United States Mine
Inspector . .. 1900, p. 15. The affinity that Eddy felt for Pennsylvanian miners and farmers
might be explained in part by the fact that a number of Eddy's principal backers were
Pennsylvanians. EI Paso Daily Times, November 20, 1897, p. 3.
10. Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-07.
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Table 1. Tonnage of Lincoln County Coal Fields'

Year

State total

County
total

N

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906

1,187,334
1,217,530
1,319,144
1,359,530
1,594,584
1,472,602
1,726,738

88,060
172,782
121,902
98,096
92,495
43,140
2,548

7.42
14.1
90
7.0
60
30
.1

'Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-06.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.

Table 2. Value of Lincoln County Coal Production'

Year
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906

State total
$1,837,165 .
1,606,174
1,654,098
1,795,209
2,185,779
2,086,043
2,279,940

County
total
$177,277
332,264
237,740
195,240
185,740
107,326
6,695

96
210
14.0
11.0
9.0
50
0.3

'Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910
2Column A-Percent of the state total.

Santa Rosa on the south bank of the Canadian River on February 1,
1902, a new through route from Chicago to EI Paso was completed."
While the railroad was building northward, Eddy turned his attention
to the coal fields at Dawson, New Mexico. He sent the superintendent
of the Salado fields, W. P. Thompson, to investigate these deposits.
Thompson returned with a favorable report. Eddy then sent Hawkins to
the Dawson ranch to purchase the coal fields. On March 1, 1901, Eddy
obtained title to the coal fields for four hundred thousand dollars. During
the years 1901 and 1902, the Dawson Railway Company, owned by
Eddy and his associates, built a line from Tucumcari, New Mexico, to
Dawson, a distance of one hundred and thirty-two miles. The Dawson
fields proved superior to the Salado coal field, and many thousands of
11. Ira G. Clark, Then Came the Railroads: The Century from Steam to Diesel in the
Southwest (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), 235-56; Oliver Philips Byers,
"The EI Paso Line," Rock Island Magazine (October 1922), 88; EI Paso Daily Times,
February 2, 1902, P 7.
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carloads of coal were hauled out. The superiority of diesel fuel for locomotives and natural gas for home consumption finally forced the company to cease operations in 1950, and in 1952 the railway line from
French, New Mexico, to Dawson was closed. 12
The economic influence of the railroad was felt even before it was
completed. On August 26, 1898, an article in the EI Paso Daily Times
stated that a group of EI Paso citizens was circulating petitions calling
for the creation of a national park in the Sacramento Mountains. Two
days later the EI Paso Times, in an editorial, came out in favor of the
proposed park, saying that they believed it would help the railroad,
although they did not specify how it would do so. In a long letter to the
newspaper the Eddy attorney, Hawkins, said that the EI Paso and Northeastern was definitely against any such national park. Hawkins thought
that a privately supported resort area in the Sacramento Mountains
would be a good idea but that a national park would not add to the
prosperity of EI Paso. The supporters of the park held a meeting in EI
Paso on September 3, 1898, and passed a resolution to stop working
for a park because their activities were "embarrassing" the railroad. The
meeting then adjourned. With the exception of an excerpt from the White
Oaks Eagle, to the effect that the railroad was against the proposed
park for "selfish" reasons, nothing else was mentioned in the EI Paso
Daily Times about the proposal until February 1899. By then, the newspaper believed that the scheme would cost the railroad millions of dollars
and that the idea was a "plot hatched in Santa Fe and Albuquerque."
With this the EI Paso Times ended its discussion of the matter. Evidently
the subject was not brought up again until the creation of the Lincoln
National Forest in 1905. 13
As the railroad built north, the prospect of cheap coal began to
excite visions of an industrial future for EI Paso. Their mood was caught
12. F Stanley, The Grant that Maxwell Bought (Denver World Press, 1952), 226-28.
In addition to the $400,000 purchase price, there was also a clause in the contract giving
Mrs. Dawson the exclusive right to sell milk for ten years to whatever town was founded
in the coal fields Keleher, in the Fabulous Frontier, leaves the reader with the impression
that the New Mexico Supreme Court ruling affirming Dawson's title to the coal fields was
handed down in 1901. His citations, however, which are correct, are for court decisions
handed down in 1893-1894 (7 New Mexico Reports 133 and 151 United States Reports
586). There is no readily apparent reason for this error. It must be admitted that it makes
the story more dramatic. Jim Berry Pearson, The Maxwell Land Grant (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1961), does not mention this dramatic although questionable transaction in his comprehensive study of the Maxwell Land Grant. Report of the Governor of
New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 143; Interstate Commerce Commission, Reports; CCLXXXI (March
r 1951-May 1956), 802.
13. EI Paso Daily Times, August 26, 1898, p. 3, August 28, p. 2, September 1, p. 4,
September 4, p. 3, September 13, p. 2, February 11, 1899, p. 8.
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Alamogordo, New Mexico, ca. 1910. Courtesy of the author.

by an E/ Paso Times editorial: "EI Paso will have an abundant supply of
cheap fuel and will, in consequence, offer opportunities for manufacturing industries that will cause many smoke stacks to spring up in this
city." This enthusiasm, however, was premature. The Capitan branch of
the EI Paso and Northeastern did not re.ach Capitan and the coal fields
until around October 1, 1899, and another year was to pass before the
mines of the Salado coal field would start producing. 14
The first carload of coal left Capitan on September 29, 1900, and
by June 30, 1901, 83,814 tons of coal had been shipped to EI Paso from
the Salado field. Production remained at a high level throughout the
fiscal year 1901, with 163,440 tons shipped that year. This was the high
point of the Salado coal production. The miners began running into rock
faults that slowed production, so that output fell off gradually until only
1,898 tons were mined. Coal was there, but it could no longer be mined
profitably in 1907. 15

14. EI Paso Daily Times, November 17,1898, p. 2. Report of the Governor of New
Mexico . .. 1899, p. 172.
15. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1900, p. 290; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1901, p. 316. For complete figures on the coal production of Lincoln
County, see tables 1 and 2. These tables also contain the coal production for the White
Oaks field, which was never more than 3,000 tons per year and was all consumed at
White Oaks; Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1906, P 34; Marc W Bodine,
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As the coal mines flourished so did the towns of Capitan and nearby
Coalera. As production declined so did the towns, particularly Coalera.
When the mines were operating full-time, they supported approximately
750 people in Capitan and about 400 people in Coalera. By 1905, however, the population of Coalera had dwindled to approximately twentyfive and the post office was discontinued .16
While the output of the Salado fields was decreasing, the Dawson
field was rapidly increasing. The first coal was mined on May 23, 1902,
and within an hour the first railroad car had been filled. By June 30,
1902, 17,200 tons of coal had been shipped from the Dawson field.
Production continued to increase until 1910. In that year, the Dawson
mines produced 1,185,963 tons of coal, almost half of the total production of the state. 17
The Dawson Fuel Company began to construct coke ovens soon
after the mines began producing. Until 1908, Dawson produced all the
coke in New Mexico and, in 1910, the Dawson ovens were still producing
over two-thirds of the coke for the territory.18
Dawson, like Capitan andCoalera, grew rapidly. In 1905, population
was estimated at four thousand and still growing. The 1905 purchase
of the Dawson field by Phelps-Dodge proved a boon to the city of
Dawson. Shortly after the purchase the company let it be known that it
would attempt to raise the production of the mines from two thousand
tons per day to six thousand tons by increasing the labor force and
installing new machinery. Dawson became a typical company town. The
houses belonged to Phelps-Dodge and were rented for two dollars per
room. All mine employees paid $1.50 a month for hospital expenses and
all groceries had to be purchased at the company store. The company
built a church, covered the annual school deficit of about seven thousand dollars, and constructed a thirty-five-thousand-dollar combination
auditorium,bowling alley, and billiard parlor. 19
The railroad, moving north through New Mexico, also influenced
the creation of various other towns. Carrizozo became a transfer point
for the Capitan branch of the railroad. The company built a depot, a
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology Circular 35 (Socorro, New Mexico: 1956),
13.
16. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 529; Report of the United
States Mine Inspector . .. 1905, p. 28.
17. Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1902, p. 321. For complete data
on the coal production of the Dawson mines see tables 3 and 4.
18. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, p. 33. See tables 5 and 6 for
the figures on the production of coke in New Mexico.
19. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1905, p. 78; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1906, p. 29; Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1909, pp.
23-24. Also see Ralph Emerson Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexico History (5 vols.,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press, 1917), III: 93-95.
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Table 3. Tonnage of the Dawson Coal Field'

Year

State coal
production
(tons)

Dawson coal
production
(tons)

N

B3

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

1,187,334
1,217,530
1,319,944
1,359,530
1,594,584
1,472,602
1,726,738
2,221,384
2,500,873
2,708,624
2,433,735

17,700
243,759
433,076
411,727
554,821
761,325
830,621
1,092,426
1,185,963

1.3
17.9
271
27.9
32.1
34.3
33.2
40.3
48.7

3.0
17.3
-8.3
14.7
28.6
12.6
8.3
-11.3

12760
77.8
-5.2
34.8
37.2
9.1
315
8.6

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . . 1900-1910.

2Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase
'Column C-Percent of the local increase

Table 4. Value of Dawson Coal Production'

Year

State total

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

$1,837,365
1,605,174
1,654,098
1,795,209
2,185,779
2,086,043
2,279,940
2,978,379
3,824,051
3,689,379
3,503,905

Dawson
total

$

18,920
287,975
519,691
528,797
648,871
892,553
1,162,869
1,370,139
825,896

N

1.1
16.0
24.0
25.0
280
30.0
30.0
370
24.0

'Annual Reports of the Territorial Mine Inspector . . . 1900-1910.

2Column A-Percent of the state total.

l

twelve-stall roundhouse, and a water-treating plant. By 1903, the town
had a population of approximately 300. 20
The railroad also made an impact to the north in Santa Rosa. Six
months before the railroad reached Santa Rosa, the Las Vegas Daily
Optic carried a story to the effect that at least sixteen potential businesses were in the vicinity waiting to locate in the new town. Santa Rosa
grew rapidly and by 1902, boasted a bank, two weekly newspapers,
three churches, and an estimated population of 1,000. In 1903, the name
20 Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, P 95.

G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.

227

Table 5. Tonnage of the Dawson Coke Ovens'

Year

State coke
production
(tons)

Dawson coke
production

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

18,074
35,800
49,076
65,264
131,417
177,044
384,754
397,102

18,074
35,800
49,076
65,264
131,417
177,044
384,754
263,040

1000
1000
1000
100.0
1000
1000
770
66.0

98.1
37.1
33.0
1014
347
117.3
3.2

98.1
37.1
33.0
1014
347
674
-12.7

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 6. Value of Coke Production at Dawson'

Year
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

State total

$

54,222
107,400
147,297
195,792
460,029
619,654
1,158,686
1,189,966

Dawson
total

$ 54,222
107,400
147,297
195,792
460,029
619,654
889,278
789,102

N

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
76.7
66.3

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
·Column C-Percent of the local increase.

of the county was changed from Guadalupe to Leonard Wood. Since
the railroad had bypassed the county seat of Puerto de Luna the town
had steadily declined in importance. The county seat was moved to
Santa Rosa, by then the most important town in the county.21
The Tucumcari area also felt the influence of the railroad. Governor
21. Las Vegas Daily Optic, June 24, 1901, p. 2; Report of the Governor of New Mexico
. 1902, p. 519; Territory of New Mexico, Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory
of New Mexico, 35th Sess, 1903.
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Miguel Otero, in his annual report for 1901, reported that the Liberty
area, as it was then called, had a population of about 75 people. The
next year the governor reported that the town of Tucumcari, three miles
south of the now abandoned village of Liberty, had an estimated population of 750, as well as a bank, a church, a school, and a weekly
newspaper. When the town was eighteen months old, it had a population
of 1,000, in addition to a hotel, a courthouse, and a jail. Quay County
was created in 1903, with Tucumcari as the county seat. 22
The influx of people into the area made creation of new counties
necessary. In retrospect it appears that the counties filled faster than
expected. During the period 1900-1910, the state population increased
67 percent, but the counties that the railroad served increased a remarkable 152 percent. During the next ten-year period, state population
increased by about 10 percent while the same four counties decreased
by about 14 percent. Unfortunately, there are no accurate population
figures for the years immediately following the construction of the railroad. However, an examination of the number of school age children
provides a close index to the population increase for the area. In 1900,
the counties under consideration had about 7 percent of the total of
school age children in the territory. This increase in the territory continued, until, by 1910, the counties' percentage of the territorial total had
doubled. 23
As population increased, the material wealth of the area grew with
it. There is a very close correlation between population increases, as
reflected in the number of school age children, and county property
valuation figures. The counties had 8 percent of territorial property valuation in 1900, and by 1910 this figure had increased to 15 percent of
the territorial total. 24 From the small amount of information that is available
it can also be seen that the growth of the counties caused a considerable
increase in the amount of local banking. Table 10 shows this increase
strikingly, with the county percentage of the territorial total doubling over
a two-year interval.
Proof of the diversity of the railroad's economic influence can be
seen in its impact upon agriculture. Before the construction of the railroad, the area was primarily devoted to stock-raising, with cultivation of
22. Report of the Governor of New MexIco . .. 1901, p. 512; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 520; Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, p. 301.
Territory of New Mexico, Acts of the Legislative Assembly. . 1903, pp 16-20. The county
was named for Matthew Stanley Quay, United States Senator from Pennsylvania and
staunch supporter of New Mexico statehood.
23. See Table 7 for complete data. The majority of the Annual Reports of the Governors
have population estimates but on critical examination these appear to be invalid. See
Table 8 for complete data.
24. See Table 9 for complete data.
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Table 7. Population Figures'
Year

State

Counties 2

A3

64

C5

1900
1910
1920

195,310
327,301
360,350

16,173
40,730
34,184

7.8
12.0
9.0

67.6
10.0

1518
-14.0

'United States Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Decennial Census, 1900, II (Washington, D.C., 1902), p.
632 et passim; Thirteenth Decennial Census, 1910, III (Washington, D.C., 1913), p. 160 et passim;
Fourteenth Decennial Census, 1920, III (Washington, DC., 1922), p. 668 et passim.
2Hereafter "Counties" or "County totals" will refer to the combined tigures from Otero, Lincoln, Guadalupe, and Quay counties.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
4Column B-Percent of the state increase.
5Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 8. Children of School Age'

Year

Total
for state

Total for
counties

N

6'

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

52,652
62,867
62,501
71,950
68,400
70,319
77,693
78,653
88,386
92,167
94,963

3,924
4,372
6,073
7,301
6,321
7,150
.7,869
10,140
12,948
13,883
12,927

7.0
7.0
10.0
10.0
9.0
10.0
10.0
130
15.0
15.0
14.0

194
-.6
15.1
-5.2
2.8
10.5
1.2
124
4.3
3.3

11.4
389
21.7
-14.5
13.1
100
289
27.7
7.2
-6.9

,Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to the Governor of the Territory of New
Mexico, 1900-1910.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.
'Column B--Percent of the state increase.
4Column C-Percent of the local increase.

crops limited to local demand. The newly-built railroad changed this
situation. From 1900 to 1910, farm acreage in the area served by the
railroad increased by more than 900 percent. During the same period
farm acreage in the entire New Mexico Territory increased only 120
percent. Between 1910 and 1920, farm acreage continued to increase,
although more slowly than the rest of the state, despite the fact that the
area was decreasing in population. With this increase came a rise in
the value of farm property. This increase, to be sure, was not as dramatic
as that of farm acreage; nevertheless, it was quite distinct. 25
A valid claim cannot be made that the EI Paso and Northeastern
25. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 105. See Table 11 for complete
data
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Table 9. County Assessment Data'

Year

State total
(dollars)

County
totals
(dollars)

N

B3

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908

$36,364,761
36,977,048
38,633,993
39,596,952
39,297,240
40,108,604
43,242,746
51,817,788
56,402,047

$2,897,570
3,178,897
3,549,652
4,316,614
3,951,019
4,173,067
4,893,715
5,807,794
8,842,211

8.0
8.0
9.0
110
10.0
10.0
11.0
11.0
15.0

17
4.3
2.4
-.8
2.1
7.8
19.8
8.8

9.7
11.7
117
-9.2
5.6
173
18.7
46.0

'Biennial Reports of the Territorial Auditor.

1900-08

2Column A-Percent of the state total
'Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 10 Banking Figures'
Year

State assets

1900
1901
1902
1903

Data not available

$7,990,239
9,677,166
10,696,449

County assets

$279,361
469,017
587,511

N

B'

C'

3.0
5.0
6.0

21.1
10.5

679
253

'Biennial Reports of the Territorial Auditor.
1900-1904. There are no figures available for the various
individual banks or banking by counties alter 1903
2Column A-Percent of the state total
'Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Railroad was completely responsible for the region's increase in agricultural production. It can, however, be said that the presence of the
railroad vitally influenced the production of perishable crops for the
market. For this reason,the production of such crops as strawberries,
other small berries, and orchard crops is of special value in determining
the importance of a railroad to its surrounding area. The increase in
small berry production is quite marked in the first decade of the railroad's
presence, going from 3,000 quarts, 5 percent of the state total, to 5,000
quarts, 7 percent of the state total. In the next decade berry production
increased even faster, to 9,440 quarts or 18 percent of the state's total.
Orchard crop production increased slowly during the first ten-year period, from 13,645 bushels to 21,467 bushels, but in the next ten years
shows a spectacular growth rising to 200,398 bushels or 18 percent of
the state total. This might be explained by the fact that fruit trees mature
and bear rather slowly. If the trees were not planted soon after initial
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Table 11. Farm Data
Year

State total

Local total

B3

C'

226.6
-19.4

287.1
47.0

8.0
130
110

196.5
103.9

393.7
71.23

3.0
14.0
12.0

119.6
116.6

921.7
98.5

N

TOTAL NUMBER OF FARMS'

1900
1910
1920

10,925
35,676
29,884

1900
1910
1920

$ 53,767,824
159,447,990
325,185,999

1900
1910
1920

5,130,878
11,270,021
24,409,633

802
3,105
4,566

7.0
9.0
150

TOTAL VALUE OF FARMS'

$ 4,190,795
20,690,590
35,428,716
FARM AREA (ACRES)'

151,265
1,544,036
3,065,642

'United States Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Decennial Census, 1900, VI (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1902),854; Thirteenth Decennial Census, 1910, VII (Washington, D.C.: Govern-.
men! Printing Office, 1913), 179; Fourteenth Decennial Census, 1920, VII (Washington, D.C: Government
Printing Office, 1922),248.
.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

settlement in the area, the results of their cultivation would not show up
immediately.
The railroad, of course, is not completely responsible for the remarkable growth in the areas it traversed. After all, settlements such as
Tularosa and La Luz had existed in the area prior to its development.
There can be no question, however, that it did create an economic
climate conducive to rapid growth. Population growth exceeded the
state average by 84 percent, in the railroad's first decade, with a corresponding increase in banking deposits. The number of farms, farm
acreage, and farm value also grew spectacularly. There is also the
growth of the coal fields, particularly the Dawson field, that the railroad
served. Without the railroad, large amounts of coal could never have
been transported to market and thus would never have been mined.
Without the railroad and the economic development that it triggered,
the counties it served would present a far different economic picture
today.
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The Palace of the Governors
is ...
a 376-year-old historic building,
a history museum,
a print shop and bindery,
a history library,
a photographic archive,
an emporium of discovery.
The Palace of the Governors
was ...
the seat of government for Spain, the Pueblo Indians, Mexico, and the
United States,
occupied by Pueblo Indians after the successful 1680 Pueblo Revolt,
the first building constructed in Santa Fe,
the Presidio Real and Las Casas Reales,
the building in which Governor Lew Wallace finished his book Ben
Hur.

If you want to be a part of the
Palace's wonderful legacy
you can ...
visit,
send a friend,
send a contribution to the Museum of New Mexico Foundation, P.O.
Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504.

Women on the Santa Fe Trail:
Diaries, Journals, Memoirs.
An Annotated Bibliography
MARC SIMMONS

"In those days the women dreaded, worse than death, the perils of the
Western trails." So spoke Hezekiah Brake in setting down his recollections of an 1858 trip over the old wagon road to Santa Fe.' His words
point to a fact of western history that has probably received too little
attention-the disinclination of many nineteenth-century women to abandon familiar hearth and friends and go ajourneying toward the Pacific
in pursuit of an elusive prosperity. Those who did, frequently at the
insistence of husbands or fathers, faced the hazards and discomforts
of trail life with uncommon fortitude.
•
Historian Carl G. Gustavson has explained such matters in a general
way: "Mothers, anxious for the welfare of their families, and grandmothers, compulsively knitting together the generations, have usually prayed,
oftentimes in vain, for the security of a peaceful and ordered society. "2
Social order was best known for its scarcity on the plains and deserts
of the early West, although the structure of a well-organized wagon train
provided a temporary system for regUlating the affairs of men and women.
Peace, or more particularly, peace,of mind, was even harder to come
Marc Simmons is the author of over twenty books, including New Mexico: A Bicentennial History (1977) and Albuquerque: A Narrative History (1982). He is the coauthor,
along with photographer Joan Myers, of Along the Santa Fe Trail to be published next
December by the University of New Mexico Press.
1. Hezekiah Brake, On Two Continents, A Long Life's Experience (Topeka: Crane &
Company, 1896), 118.
2. Carl G. Gustavson, The Mansion of History (New York: McGraw-Hili, 1976), 196.
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by on the open trail. Dangers innumerable threatened the best-prepared
traveler, be it man or woman. Indian attack, storms and lightning, disease, prairie fire, buffalo stampede, rattlesnakes, swollen rivers with
quicksandy bottoms, hunger and thirst were always ready to claim new
victims.
Notwithstanding, there was a significant number of women who
faced the westering experience with unquenchable optimism and, indeed, if diaries can be accepted as barometers of true sentiment, there
were some who embarked with downright eagerness. The change of
routine, the excitement of prairie travel, and life in the open air soon won
over others who had started with dread and apprehension. Marian Russell, perhaps best representative of such women, discovered on the trail
to New Mexico an exhilarating adventure that shaped the future course
of her life 3
On the Santa Fe Trail, at least in the beginning, there was less reason
for the appearance of women than on the Oregon or Mormon trails,
which were mainly emigrant routes that bore entire families westward
in search of new homes. Men who made the overland march to New
Mexico in the quarter century after the trail's opening in 1821 were
primarily merchants and drovers with a single purpose-to sellar deliver
their wagon loads of goods and return by summer's end to homes on
the Missouri frontier. That was a short-term enterprise, with all the attendant hardships and exposure to harm, so it held no place or attraction
for women.
Indeed, few American women ventured upon the Santa Fe Trail
before the mid-1840s. Among the earliest was eighteen-year-old Susan
Shelby Magoffin who accompanied her new husband, veteran trader
Samuel Magoffin, to New Mexico in 1846. That was a full two-and-onehalf decades following the commencement of overland freighting. It
should be noted, however, that prior to that time an undetermined number of New Mexican and perhaps Chihuahuan women with their husbands had taken the Santa Fe Trail, .in reverse, to Missouri and back
again. Unfortunately, since neither they nor their spouses kept travel
diaries, next to nothing is known of their experiences 4
3. With regard to. the ambivalence of women toward overland travel, see Sandra L.
Myres, Westering Women and the Frontier Experience, 1800-1915 (Albuquerque: Universityof New Mexico Press, 1982), 25, 36. That some women were rejuvenated in health
by a journey over western trails is demonstrated by Ruth D. Muehl, "'The Time of My Life':
Women Who Loved the Trek," American Heritage, 37 (December 1985),92-93.
4. For reference to what was probably the first party of Hispanic women to travel the
Santa Fe Trail in 1829, see Marc Simmons, "New Mexico's Spanish Exiles," New Mexico
Historical Review, 59 (January 1985), 75. Among women who preceded Susan Magoffin
on the trail were "a Dutch woman" with her husband in 1841, and Soledad Abreu Leitensdorfer, wife of trader Eugene Leitensdorfer, in March 1846. Louise Barry, The Beginning
of the West (Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 1972), 427, 572-73.
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Susan Magoffin arrived at Santa Fe in the wake of General Stephen
Watts Kearny's conquest of New Mexico, an event that placed the western end of the trail in American hands. Change followed rapidly, with
the result that traffic from the East assumed a new character and flavor.
Notable among the altered circumstances was the growing presence
of women who came faring forth either bare-headed, sunbonneted, or
sombreroed like the men. With New Mexico now American soil, the
reasons requiring their travel to the territory suddenly multiplied.
By the 1850s American traders and businessmen were increasingly
taking up residence in New Mexico. Some married locally while others
brought their wives from the East by caravan or stagecoach. Ernestine
Huning, German bride of Albuquerque merchant Franz Huning, crossed
the Santa Fe Trail in 1863 with her husband's wagon train. She and her
ten caged canaries survived mischances of the journey, but not so her
mother and younger brother who, three years later, set out to join her
in New Mexico. They were killed by Cheyenne Dog Soldiers near Plum
Buttes in central Kansas. 5 That tragedy was an echo of an earlier one
on the trail. In 1849 Independence merchant James M. White and his
companions were slain by Apaches at Point of Rocks, New Mexico. His
wife Ann (Dunn) White and their small daughter Virginia were carried
into captivity and later murdered. 6 Flora Spiegelberg, wife of another
merchant, came late to Santa Fe in 1875. She faced nothing worse than
the bad food served at stage stations on a much diminished trail, which
in that year began at the new railhead in Las Animas, Colorado?
In addition to merchants' wives, other categories of women became
visible on the Santa Fe Trail after mid-century. Among them were the
nuns, of several teaching and hospital orders, brought southwest by
Bishop John B. Lamy. The journeys of sisters who came in 1852 and
1867 are especially memorable because of the difficulties they experienced with cholera and Indian attacks. s
Another class of women seen on the trail were the wives of military
officers posted to the new garrisons established in the 1850s and 1860s.
Many were not only intelligent observers but were highly literate, and
5. For two versions of the massacre, see Charles Christy, "The Personal Memoirs of
Capt: Chas. Christy," The Trail, 1 (January 1909), 14-17; and Una Fergusson Browne,
Trader on the Santa Fe Trail: Memoirs of Franz Huning (Albuquerque: Calvin Horn, Publisher, 1973), 91-96.
6. The story of the White massacre has been told many times. A good recent summary
appears in Donald Chaput, Frangois X. Aubry: Trader, Trailmaker and Voyageur in the
Southwest (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1975),83-86.
7. Flora Spiegelberg, "Reminiscences of a Jewish Bride of the Santa Fe Trail," Jewish
Spectator, 2 (August 1937), 21-22.
8. J B Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross (Albuquerque Calvin Horn, Publisher, 1967),
202-04; and M. Lilliana Owens, Jesuit Beginnings in New Mexico (EI Paso: Revista Cat61ica
Press, 1950), 26-45.
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one suspects that the careful journals they often kept were meant as a
pastime, to break the unending monotony of frontier duty. Marching with
their husbands to a new assignment on the Santa Fe Trail, such ladies
generally traveled in a well-appointed ambulance, a vehicle that in the
West seems to have served as a mode of transportation as much for
civilians as for wounded. Alice Baldwin described hers in these terms:
"Our ambulance, made to order in Leavenworth, Kansas, was fitted up
with comforts and conveniences. It had soft, upholstered seats that were
extended when required and served as beds at night and as seats by
day. The floor was covered with straw, over which rugs were laid to keep
out as much of the cold as possible."g
Undoubtedly the largest group of women to brave the Santa Fe Trail
were female relatives accompanying Colorado goldseekers who rushed
to new discoveries in 1858 and 1859. Entire families flocked to the Pike's
Peak district, many of them taking the Santa Fe route as far as Bent's
Old Fort on the Arkansas River. At that point they left the main trail, which
there dipped toward Raton Pass, and followed a branch road westward
to the Rockies. In late May 1859 a party of traders, just arrived from
Santa Fe, reported that on the trail between the Arkansas Crossing and
Council Grove they had passed caravans with 220 women on their way
to the mines w
Among so many ladies, there must have been a few who jotted
down a record of each day's experience by the light of a campfire. But
if that be the case, their journals have been lost, or remain buried. Only
the brief account of Julia Archibald Holmes has been published and
that comes from her letters printed in period newspapers, her diary
having failed to surface. Quite likely other women's stories from the Santa
Fe Trail await discovery in the archives and early newspaper files of
Colorado.
Where too, we might wonder, are the trail diaries or memoirs of the
wives of New Mexico's early territorial governors, Indian agents, Protestant missionaries, or eastern-born lawyers? Surely, some of them were
moved to take pen in hand and tell of their adventures in crossing the
plains. Even at this late date, it is still possible that examples will be
brought to light.
.
The bibliography offered here, therefore, ought to be regarded as
a preliminary one. Additions are to be expected. Readers should be
aware of two other bibliographies that are particularly germane to the
subject. They are Jack D. Rittenhouse, The Santa Fe Trail, A Historical
9. Alice Blackwood Baldwin, An Army Wife on the Frontier: The Memoirs of Alice
Blackwood Baldwin, 1867-1877, ed. Robert C. and Eleanor R. Carriker (Salt Lake City:
University of Utah Library, 1975), 61.
10. [Kansas City] Daily Western Journal of Commerce, May 25, 1859.
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Marian Sloan Russell, the author of Land of Enchantment: Memoirs of Marian
Russell Along the Santa Fe Trail. Courtesy E. M. Stringfellow Collection, Pueblo,
Colorado, Library District.
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Bibliography (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1971), and
Sandra L. Myres, "Army Wives in the Trans-Mississippi West, A Bibliography," in Teresa Griffin Viele, Following the Drum (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1984),257-73.
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1968), 5-23. Sections of these memoirs, together with additional background on the Aguirres, are to be found in Yjinio Aguirre, Echoes of the
Conquistadores, History of a Pioneer Family in the Southwest. Casa
Grande, Arizona: privately printed, 1983.
At age seventeen, Mamie, daughter of Westport merchant Joab
Bernard, married EpifanioAguirre who was the eldest son of a prominent
freighting family headquartered in La Mesilla, New Mexico, After the
wedding in 1862, Mamie made the first of several crossings of the Santa
Fe Trail, vividly recorded in her memoirs.
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Cavalry Wife: The Diary of Eveline M. Alexander, 1866-1867. Edited and
with an introduction by Sandra L. Myres. College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1977.
Descriptions of life at Fort Union in the 1860s and an account of a
trip from the fort to Trinidad, Colorado, on the Santa Fe Trail.
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here first appeared as part of Alice Baldwin's Memoirs of the Late Frank
D. Baldwin, Major General, USA. Los Angeles: Wetzel Publishing Company, 1929. See entry in Myres for Baldwin.
In September 1867 Alice Baldwin marched with her husband's troop
to a new assignment at Fort Wingate, New Mexico. Departing from Fort
Harker, Kansas, the command joined the Santa Fe Trail near Cow Creek
and followed it westward via forts Larned, Dodge, and Lyon to Trinidad,
Raton Pass, and Fort Union,
Boyd, Mrs. Orsemus Bronson (Frances Anne Mullen Boyd)
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Contains reference to soldier life at Fort Union and passing mention
of travel on that part of the Santa Fe Trail between the fort and Trinidad,
Colorado.
Clifford [McCrackin], Josephine
"An Officer's Wife in New Mexico," Overland Monthly, 4 (February 1870),
152-60. See entry in Myres for McCrackin.
Clifford accompanied her officer husband and the 125th Infantry on
a march from Fort Leavenworth over the Santa Fe Trail, via the Cimarron
Cut-off, to a new station at Fort Bayard, New Mexico, in 1866. For her
kindnesses shown to the men she was given the title "The Mother of the
Company." Dealing mostly with life at Fort Bayard, the article contains
only scant mention of experiences on the trail.
Gauthreaux, Sister M. Kotska
["Journey to Santa Fe, 1867"] in Thomas F. O'Connor, "Narratives of a
Missionary Journey to New Mexico in 1867," Mid-America, 19 (January
1937), 63-67.
Summary account of Bishop Lamy's crossing of the Santa Fe Trail
with priests and nuns, including references to cholera and an Indian
attack near the Arkansas Crossing.
Hayden, Mother Mary Magdalen
["Journey to Santa Fe, 1852"] in Mary J. Straw, Loretto: The Sisters and
Their Chapel. Santa Fe: Loretto Chapel Fund, 1983, pp. 24-26.
This brief account, taken from Mother Mary Magdalen's "Practice
Spanish Letterbook," tells of the first trip made by Sisters of Loretto over
the Santa Fe Trail, in the company of New Mexico's Vicar Apostolic John
B. Lamy. A few additional details are provided by the Mother in a letter
to one of her schoolmates July 12, 1854, quoted in part in J. B. Sal pointe,
Soldiers of the Cross. Reprint edition, Albuquerque: Calvin Horn, Publisher, 1967, p. 203.
.
Holmes, Julia Archibald
A Bloomer Girl on Pike's Peak, 1858. Edited by Agnes Wright Spring.
Denver: Denver Public Library, 1949.
Julia Holmes crossed the Santa Fe Trail, as far as Bent's Fort, with
her husband and a party of Colorado gold seekers from Lawrence, Kansas. Her original journal has not come to light, but two long letters based
upon it plus several letters written later from New Mexico comprise the
body of this slim volume. Includes brief but excellent comments on trail
life.

MARC SIMMONS

241

Huning, Ernestine
"Trip Across the Plains, Diary of Ernestine Huning," in Trader on the
Santa Fe Trail: Memoirs of Franz Huning. Edited by Lina Fergusson
Browne. Albuquerque: Calvin Horn, Publisher, 1973. Extracts from her
diary appear on pp. 73-75.
As the bride of Franz Huning, Ernestine described her journey from
St. Louis and Fort Leavenworth over the Santa Fe Trail to her new home
in New Mexico.
Lane, Lydia Spencer
I Married a Soldier; or, Old Days in the Old Army. Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott Company, 1893; 2nd edition, 1910. Reprint edition with a new
foreword by Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower. Albuquerque: Horn & Wallace,
1964.
Between 1857 and 1866 Lydia Spencer Lane made five crossings
of the Santa Fe Trail riding in an army ambulance or freight wagon.
Excellent details of trail life and conditions at Fort Union and Fort Marcy.
LaTourette, Genevieve
"Fort Union Memories," New Mexico Historical Review, 26 (October 1951),
277-86. An unpaginated offprint was published, in cooperation with the
National Park Service, by Fort Union, Inc., Las Vegas, New Mexico, and
copies are sold at Fort Union National Monument.
Daughter of the Fort Union chaplain, Major James A. M. LaTourette,
Genevieve provides glimpses of army life at the tag end of the trail
period.
Magoffin, Susan Shelby
Down the Santa Fe Trail and Into Mexico, The Diary of Susan Shelby
Magoffin, 1846-1847. Edited by Stella M. Drumm with a foreword by
Howard R. Lamar. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1926. Reprint edition by the same press, 1962. Reprint edition, Santa Fe: William Gannon,
1975. Reprint edition, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982.
This journal kept by the young wife of trader Samuel Magoffin on a
trip to Santa Fe and northern Mexico during the Mexican War has long
been regarded as the classic woman's account of the Santa Fe Trail.
Excellent descriptions of the major trail landmarks and campsites.
Morris, Anna Maria
"A Military Wife on the Santa Fe Trail," in Covered Wagon Women, Diaries
& Letters from the Western Trails, 1840-1890. Edited by Kenneth L.
Holmes. 5 volumes to date. Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1983-1985, II, 15-43. Eleven volumes are projected for the series.
Later volumes may contain Santa Fe Trail journals.
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This detailed diary was kept by Anna Maria Morris in 1850 while
traveling from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe via the Cimarron Cut-off in
the military party commanded by her husband, Major Gouverneur Morris.
Reference is made to most of the major trail sites. She returned overland
to St. Louis in 1853.
Roe, Frances M. A.
Army Letters from an Officer's Wife, 1871-1888. New York: D. Appleton
& Company, 1909. Reprint edition, New York: Arno, 1979. Reprint edition,
with a new introduction by Sandra L. Myres, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1981.
Of this large collection of letters from western posts, those written
from Fort Zarah (ruins) and Fort Dodge, Kansas, and Fort Lyon, Colorado,
by Frances Roe relate to the Santa Fe Trail.
Russel], Marian Sloan
Land of Enchantment, Memoirs of Marian Russell Along the Santa Fe
Trail Dictated to Mrs. Hal (Winifred McGuire) Russell. Edited by Garnet
M. Brayer. Evanston, Illinois: Branding Iron Press, 1954. Reprint edition,
with new illustrations, map, and an afterword by Marc Simmons, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981. These memoirs, with
variance in contents, first appeared serially in seven installments in
Colorado Magazine, beginning with volume 20 (May 1943) and continuing through volume 21 (May 1944). The last issue included an afterword
by Winifred Russell describing Marian Russell's death.
This is the most moving and detailed account of a woman's experience on the Santa Fe Trail. In addition to describing her five overland
trips, Marian Russell has much to say about life in Santa Fe and at forts
Union and Nichols.
Sanford, Mrs. Byron N.
"Life at Camp Weld and Fort Lyon in 1861-62, An Extract from the Diary
of Mrs. Byron N. Sanford," edited by Albert B. Sanford, Colorado Magazine, 7 (July 1930), 132-39.
A short glimpse of daily life at Fort Lyon, with reference to the
departure of a portion of the garrison on the Santa Fe Trail to fight the
Confederate invaders of New Mexico.
Segale, Rosa Maria (Sister Blandina)
At the End of the Santa Fe Trail. Columbus, Ohio: Columbian Press,
1932. Reprint edition with a new "Life Sketch of Sister Blandina Segale"
by Sister Therese Martin, pp. 1-10. Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Company, 1948.
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In 1872 Sister Blandina rode the stage from the railhead at Kit
Carson, Colorado, to her new missionary station at Trinidad. In 1876 she
continued by stage to Santa Fe.
Spiegelberg, Flora
"Reminiscences of a Jewish Bride of the Santa Fe Trail," Jewish Spectator, 2 (August 1937), 21-22; and Jewish Spectator, 2 (September
1937), 24-25, 44.
Account of a stage ride from the Las Animas, Colorado, railhead to
Santa Fe in 1875, with a commentary on life in the territorial capital.
Wallace, Susan E.
The Land of the Pueblos. New York: 'George D. Hurst, Publisher, 1888.
In September 1878, Susan Wallace accompanied her husband, the
newly appointed governor of New Mexico, Lew Wallace, to Trinidad by
train where they transferred to a buckboard for a ride over the remaining
portion of'the Santa Fe Trail. Details of the trip are disappointly spare
(mostly complaints about the discomfort). She does better in describing
the appearance of Santa Fe.
Williams, Mrs. Ellen
Three Years and a Half in the Army; or, History of the Second Colorados.
New York: Fowler & Wells, 1885.
Ellen Williams, whose husband was a member of the Second Colorado Volunteers, was in Santa Fe during the Battle of Glorieta Pass which
took place at Pigeon's Ranch and Stage Station on the Santa Fe Trail.
She offers a detailed account of the conflict, and refers briefly to her
subsequent march with the volunteers from Fort Union to Fort Lyon.

The American West Transformed: The Impact of the Second World War. By Gerald
D. Nash. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985. x
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)

+ 216 pp. Illustrations,

The West Comes of Age:
A Review Essay
F. ROSS PETERSON

.
.

Gerald D. Nash is one of the few contemporary historians who has built
a career as a student of the twentieth-century West. His newest volume,
The American West Transformed, is an analysis of the Second World
War's social and cultural impact on the American West. It is important
to understand the author's emphasis because the reader keeps wondering about the need for a greater discussion of economics. There is
only one chapter that specifically discusses economics. Nash has promised a subsequent volume focusing on the economic reVOlution that
transformed the West. For Nash, the West is the three Pacific slope states
and the eight Rocky Mountain states of Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado,
Utah, Nevada, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho.
The author is anxious for his book to be viewed as a pioneering
work. He does not want these eleven chapters to be the final word. In
his view, he imagines each of his ideas spawning criticism, new scholarly
endeavors, and published results. In his words, the "work is designed
to be suggestive rather than exhaustive" (ix). Readers must read the
preface closely because Nash carefully outlines his intent and then
adheres to that outline. He foreshadows potential disagreements over
F. Ross Peterson is professor of history in Utah State University and the author of
Prophet Without Honor: Glen H. Taylor and the Fight for American Liberalism (1974) and
Idaho: A Bicentennial History (1976).
.
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geographical description, economics, and the absence of women. These
assumed omissions, however, do not distract from an excellent study.1
Nash understands clearly that many of the social and cultural transformations occurred because of economic expansion and growth. Indeed, the war's dramatic effect on the West can be traced to the outpouring
of federal dollars into the area. In some respects, World War II was merely
an overwhelming expansion of the New Deal. Reclamation projects and
agricultural programs are replaced by military bases, shipyards, and
the new suppliers for the defense industry. Federal dollars continue to
provide the impetus for expansion and growth. 2
Selecting topics thoughtfully, Nash chose to emphasize wartime
migration into the West, urbanization during the war, the effect of the war
on minorities, and science and cultural developments. The eleven chapters focus on specific examples relating to these topics. Ironically, each
chapter in this rather general history is strengthened by research in
primary materials. Indeed, the notes are almost overwhelming because
they exhibit a tremendous depth of research. An astute student of the
contemporary West already knows the conclusions of each chapter, but
the specific detail that led to the conclusion is a major contribution. In
fact, that is true of the entire volume. Intuitively, the reader knows why
the West was transformed, but Nash provides detail as to how, when,
and where. 3
1. Gerald Nash's exhaustive bibliography is nearly all-inclusive. Much of the material
used in the book is taken from primary archival materials. The government document
research is overwhelming, but it is the only source for much of the statistical data. Nash
has consulted numerous political collections such as those of Carl Hayden, James Murray,
and Pat McCarran. Gerald D. Nash, American West in·the Twentieth Century (Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1973), is the best single volume study. He uses the
various state histories in existence and pays close attention to those written for the nation's
bicentennial. Mi:my of these volumes make a significant contribution to the historiography
of the West in the twentieth century. To explain a contemporary approach, John Gunther,
Inside U.S.A (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1946), has an interesting state-by-state
analysis.
2. Nash relies mostly on secondary works to document economic changes, including
Leonard J. Arrington's numerous studies on specific topics. See Leonard J. Arrington, The
Changing Economic Structure of the Mountain West (Logan: Utah State University Press,
1965). Jesse H. Jones with Edward Angly, Fifty Billion Dollars: My Thirteen Years with the
RFC, 1932-1945 (New York: Macmillan Company, 1951), chronicles Jones' years as head
of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, which continued throughout the war. Gerald
1. White's Billions for Defense: Government Financing by the Defense Plant Corporation
During World War /I (University: University of Alabama Press, 1980) is a detailed account
of how the Defense Plant Corporation functioned. Once again, the general histories of the
states are used extensively by Nash. Still it is the government records and hearings that
provide considerable documentation.
3. One of Nash's strengths in the book is his utilization of the sources he cites. In
the chapter on migration, he uses statistics from a variety of government reports, but he
also uses the appendix to document growth and migration. Some of the most noteworthy
articles include Howard Myers, "Defense Migration and Labor Supply," Journal of the
American Statistical Association, 37 (March 1942); Henry S. Shyrock, Jr., "Internal Migration
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This is especially poignant in two sections of the book. When Nash
discusses the wartime development of cities in the West, he is selective
in his use of potential mountains of data. What emerges 'is a brilliantly
concise analysis of how the war totally changed the urban West. In
California, Long Beach, San Jose, and San Diego were literally yanked
from an almost pristine provincial existence into the dynamic modern
world at war. Nothing quite compared with the East Bay area of northern
California. Oakland grew by over 200,000 during the war years. It happened so rapidly that school expansion for housing projects, sanitation
problems, arid crime overwhelmed the local governments. Federal agencies with overlapping jurisdiction compounded this frustration. Vallejo
and Richmond were worse in a comparative sense. They grew from
nearly 20,000 to 100,000 and 150,000 respectively. People from all over
the nation,seeking work after a decade of depression, poured into these
communities. These boomtowns literally exploded with people and there
was a crisis atmosphere throughout the war. Transportation, housing,
police services, and sanitation never caught up until years after the war.
It is no wonder that the major west coast urban areas never really developed a good transit system or, in some cases, a sense of identity.
Using personal reminiscences and city records, Nash chronicles
the problems with schools, water, sewers, housing, and every other
conceivable difficulty and details how agencies tried to solve them.
Interior communities were affected similarly, but the effects were less
dramatic than on the coast. The author discusses Seattle, Portland, and
Denver in some detail and even credits the war for the popularization
of Las Vegas, but his chapter on the cities outside California is not as
dynamic and forceful. In fact, brief descriptions of the war's impact on
smaller communities such as Ogden, Utah, and Tucson, Arizona, are
needed and would have strengthened the author's coverage of the entire
West. 4
and the War," Journal of the American Statistical Association, 38 (March 1943); and Henry
S. Shyrock, Jr., "Wartime Shifts in Civilian Population," Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly,
25 (July 1947). Nash's book on the West in the twentieth century and Gunther also discuss
migration. Gladys L. Palmer, Labor Mobility in Six Cities: A Report on the Survey of Patterns
and Factors in Labor Mobility, 1940-1950 (New York: Social Science Research Council,
1954) is good and quite general. Carl Abbott's The New Urban America: Growth and
Politics in Sunbelt Cities (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1982) is an
excellent book.
4. The urbanization of the West books are too numerous to mention. Abbott's The
New Urban America is excellent as are the essays in Gerald D. Nash, ed., The Urban
West (Manhattan, Kansas: Sunflower University Press, 1979). Nash relies heavily on a
government document called Congested Area Hearings. It is a series of hearings on
specific cities and how overwhelming their problems were. The discussions of Long Beach,
Vallejo, and Richmond are all in these hearings. There is not much secondary material on
the specific Californian cities. These Congested Area Hearings are valuable for the rest
of the western cities as well. E. Kimbark MacColl, The Growth of a City: Power and Politics
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Male and female workers at the Oregon Shipbuilding Company in 1945. Courtesy
Oregon State University Archives.

Nash chose to discuss the impact of the war on four distinct minority
groups: blacks, Hispanics, Indians, and Japanese-Americans. In a cultural history these chapters are extremely important and, for the most
part, provide considerable enlightenment. Each minority is distinct with
an entirely different history. The chapters focus on migration and urbanization for blacks, Hispanics, and to a degree Indians. For JapaneseAmericans, it is a forced reverse migration from the coastal cities to
incarceration camps in the interior. While the destruction of Adolf Hitler
and his racial doctrines was a major goal of World War II, American
minorities were constantly faced with prejudice and discrimination during the war. Using letters, diaries, and biographical sketches, Nash
analyzes these ironies and inconsistencies.
Nash also demonstrates that during World War II the FEPC and
other agencies provided an atmosphere that created Indian voting rights
and set the stage for the entire civil rights movement. Why the author
did not devote separate chapters to Indians and Japanese-Americans
in Portland, Oregon, 1915-1950 (Portland Georgian Press, 1979); Roger Sale, Seattle
Past to Present (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1976); Nard Jones, Seattle (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, 1972); and Gerald B. Nelson, Seattle, the
Life and Times of an American City (New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1977) are all general. Lyle
W Dorsett, The Queen City. A History of Denver (Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing
Company, 1977) is well done, but not strong on the war years. A volume could be written
on every major western city and the impact of the war.
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is a mystery. He wrote twenty pages on Indians which was comparable
to the chapters on blacks and Hispanics. It seems that the JapaneseAmerican experience is underplayed. This was an unfortunate phenomenon of the West and many of the relocation camps were situated in the
less populous states. Consequently, more on Wyoming, Utah, and Idaho
could have been included in the text. This criticism, however, should not
detract from the major contribution of the chapters on minorities S
Perhaps the most challenging and revealing chapter deals with
science during the war years. It is an intriguing story of how the University
of California became a center for nuclear physics research prior to the
5. The author had to do considerable primary research on blacks and HispanicAmericans because general accounts are lacking. The government agency reports are
helpful because the various officials are honest and also somewhat racist in their views.
There is not a good history of blacks in the West during the war. There are some fine
articles that contribute immensely to the material available. Among these are Charles
Wollenberg, "James vs. Marinship: Trouble on the New Black Frontier," California History,
16 (Fall 1981); Robert C. Weaver, "Negro Employment in the Aircraft Industry," Quarterly
Journal of Economics, 59 (August 1945); Eugene S. Richards, "Migration and the Social
Education of the Negro," Journal of Negro Education, 13 (Winter 1944); Robert C. Weaver,
The Negro War Worker (San Francisco: n.p., 1944).
Unfortunately, the zoot suit riots in southern California are the main focus of much of
the material on Hispanics during the war. Nash gives those events extensive coverage
as well. There are some fine overall accounts of this experience such as Carey McWilliams,
North From Mexico (New York: Greenwood Press, 1944); Ruth D. Tuck, Not the First:
Mexican Americans in a Southwest City (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1946);
and Celia S. Heller, Mexican-American Youth: Forgotten Youth at the Crossroads (New
York: Random House, 1966). Lloyd Fisher, The Problem of Violence: Observations on Race
Conflict in Los Angeles (Los Angeles: 1946), is good on the riots. The key sources that
are used by Nash are the Coordination of Inter-American Affairs records. The CIAA records
are excellent on the government's handling of situations involving Latin America. Nash
also uses the FEPC (Fair Employment Practice Commission) records for all minorities.
Literature on Indians is fairly superficial, and Nash relied on numerous government
reports from the Department of the Interior. For the most parI, he discusses Navajos and
Sioux. It is assumed that more information is available on these groups. John Collier's
Indians at Work, monthly publication of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, is well done and
valuable. This report is good for tracing and following Indians involved in the war effort.
Collier was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs from the New Deal through the war. Doris
PO.. Paul, The Navajo Code Talkers (New York: 1970), is a detailed account of the famed
Navajo signal group during the Pacific campaign. An exceptional volume is Margretta
Dietrich, Hello and Many Lucks (Santa Fe: Santa Fe Press, 1945), which is a compilation
of letters written by Indian servicemen and women. Also see Margretta Dietrich, Doing
Fine and Thanks a Million (Santa Fe: Santa Fe Press, 1943), which utilizes the same
sources. Once again government documents are very valuable.
. The Japanese-American relocation experience has been well covered by historians.
Martin Gradzin, Americans Betrayed (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1949); Dorothy Swaine Thomas and Richard S: Nishimoto, The Spoilage (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1946); Roger Daniels, Concentration Camps, U.S.A. (New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, 1974); and Audrie Girdner and Anne Loftis, The Great Betrayal:
The Evacuation of the Japanese-Americans During World War II (New York: Macmillan
cOmpany, 1969), are just a few. Each of the specific camps has received scholarly attention, but no one has thoroughly studied those who remained in the interior after the
war, nor the fair disposition of property compensation. Nash utilizes many newspaper
accounts in this section but the story deserves a full chapter.
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war and how its people were so essential to scientific research throughout the war. The reader expects to learn more of the Manhattan Project
and the specific work that led to the atomic bomb since both Los Alamos,
New Mexico and Hanford, Washington, were instrumental in the research
and production that led to the development of a nuclear capacity. For
some reason, Nash felt a need to discuss the growth of academic and
professional psychoanalysis in the West. It is an interesting aside, but
is the only segment of a well-conceived and beautifully organized volume
that does not really fit the general theme. Every other topic the author
chose literally changed the West in some way6
There is no doubt that California emerges from the war as the center
of mass culture in America. Although Hollywood was entrenched as a
film capital prior to the war, it blossomed during the war under feder.al
sponsorship. By utilizing military personnel and film footage, World War
II movieswere often produced by cooperation between film moguls and
the government. Although severe censorship was imposed, filmmakers
prospered and studios expanded during the war. Nash also highlights
the role of European intellectual emigres who settled in southern California and enjoyed the freedom of artistic expression. World War II dramatically altered the view of southern California as a cultural wasteland
and, although some citizens may not like it, that region came to typify
mass culture in America?
6. There are some excellent accounts of the impact of science in the nation as well
as the West. Some focus on the role of European immigrants, but most are about specific
projects. The archives at the University of California, Berkeley, are used extensively, especially the papers of Ernest O. Lawrence. Richard Hewlett and Oscar Anderson, Jr, The
New World, 1939-1946 (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press. 1962), is an
official history of the Office of Scientific Research and Development. Stephane Groueff,
Manhattan Project." The Untold Story of the Making of the Atomic Bomb (Boston Little,
Brown and Company, 1967), and Leslie Groves, Now It Can Be Told: The Story of the
Manhattan Project (New York: Harper, 1962), are good accounts. There are numerous
studies of Los Alamos and almost none on Hanford. James W. Kunetka, City of Fire
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1978), and Ferenc Morton Szasz, The Day
the Sun Rose Twice (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984), are both fine
works. There are two standard works of significance: James Phinney Baxter 3rd, Scientists
Against Time (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1946), and Irwin Stewart, Organizing
Scientific Research for War (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1948). Bernard Jaffe,
Menof Science in America (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1944), is a good contemporary
account.
7. There has been extensive writing on Hollywood and quite a bit on its activities
during the war. The Office of War Information papers in the National Archives demonstrate
how Hollywood used and was used by the government. Ken D. Jones and Arthur F.
McClure, Hollywood at War: The American Motion Picture and World War" (New York: A
S. Barnes and Company, 1973), and Charles Higham and Joel Greenberg, Hollywood in
the Forties (New York: A S. Barnes and Company, 1968), are two good general histories.
Obviously, the numerous newspapers and magazines are important. Nash's major contribution is probably to bring together information on the intellectuals and emigres who
found themselves drifting toward southern California. Laurie Fermi, Illustrious Immigrants:
The Intellectual Migration from Europe, 1930-41 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
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This volume provides a major service. The general feelings held
about the region during the war are finally confirmed by scholarly research. Seven million newcomers moved into the region between 1941
and 1945, Over four million military personnel were stationed in the West
and many remained after the war. This mass migration changed the
racial character of the West, especially in urban areas. Since more than
ninety percent of the migrants settled in urban areas, the city centers
of each state grew. When World War II finally ended, so did the isolated
colonial West. Those who feared a stagnant region with little prospect
for growth and expansion were startled by the transformation. The society had altered and a new boundless energy characterized the area.
Although still dependent on the federal government the West was close
to fulfilling the dream of self-sufficiency and prosperity.8
Gerald Nash has done a marvelous job in pulling together the data
that documents this amazing story. When his anticipated volume on the
economic impact of World War·II is published, the story of the transformation of the modern West will be completed.

1971), and Donald Fleming and Bernard Bailyn, eds, ,The Intellectual Migration: Europe
and America, 1930-1960 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1969),
are very important. These studies are scholarly and well researched and are not designed
to appeal to the mass audience,
8, The author's conclusions are obvious in his title, and the material he utilized is rich
and diverse, The book will be an intellectual launching pad for additional research as well
as a fine summary of existing sources.
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Book Reviews

Mexico: A History. By Robert Ryal Miller (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press,
1985. xvi + 414 pp. Illustrations, maps·, charts, tables, appendix, bibliography,
index. $19.95.)
This synthesis of Mexico's history from pre-Columbian times to the present
serves both as a college level text and as a guide for travellers in Mexico. Robert
Ryal Miller provides his impressions in eleven convenient, well written, and easy
to read chapters. The book has numerous appropriate illustrations, eight maps,
twenty tables (fourteen of them constitute Appendix A), a brief but valuable
glossary, and a bibliography for each chapter
A work of this genre is long overdue, especially one reflecting the best of
contemporary research. Miller's first and last chapters bring together vast amounts
of material and the presentation is straightforward and well balanced. It isthe core
of the book that falls short of what is needed and now expected for a syrithesis of
Mexican history. The author, like many historians of his generation, seems to have
taken the writings of Fray Bartolome de Las Casas uncritically, and thereby perpetuates the Black Legend in his treatment of both Spaniards and Indians. Does
a history of Mexico really need word pictures like "Christian fanatic," "the society
was openly racist," or that it was a "sexual conquest"? What contribution is there
in prose that compares the laity and the religious: "... the compassion and good
works of the clerics countervailed.the rapacity of the soldiers ... "? And is itnot time
that we put the terms criollo and peninsular in context along with soldier, army,
military, infantry, cavalry, and battalions? These were not the terms used by the
participants for themselves or for each other but introduced long after the fact. Why
not use the terms of the period in historical context? Mounted men of arms were
hombres a caballo-horsemen-and their companions on the ground were
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hombres a pie-footmen-and not cavalry and infantry. Military-sounding ranks
and titles could and were applied to any type of organization that required unitary
leadership. Later these terms were mostly honorific and pertained to militia and not
to military service. Cavalry, infantry, and military organizational designations that
we in this century are familiar with came into usage with the introduction of regular
army units after 1762. Criollo and peninsular were terms of the very late colonial
period and then used primarily in broadsides designed to incite passions.
Certain other topics beg amplification. Should we not know more about the
Freemasons among Emperor Iturbide's officers? The role of women, from the
earliest chapters, is also lacking. Wives and mothers have always been the glue
holding a society together, serving as the primary transmitters of culture. The
singular discussion of women herein treats the soldada. and the soldadera of
the Revolution, and this is done with condescendence. Considering the conditions of the period, what alternatives did many women have other than to
participate fully?
Perhaps the main shortcoming of the book is the author's failure to effectively
use his excellent bibliography, especially the more recent works that provide
valuable insights into the social reality of the past four-and-one-half centuries
of the Mexican experience. Had these sources been fully synthesized, the above
criticisms would not be necessary.
There is still a need for a synthesis of Mexico's history, but let it be based
on contemporary concepts and recent scholarship rather than echoing the errors
and prejudices of the past. Let it show social, political, and economic evolution
in the sense of those experiencing it and not by imposing the attitudes, terminology, and morality of this century. And let it be done by someone with an
adequate comprehension of the past twenty years of scholarship in the field of
Mexican history.

R. Himmerich y Valencia
University of New Mexico

The Aztec Arrangement: The Socia'l History of Pre-Spanish Mexico. By Rudolph
van Zantwijk. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985. xxv + 345 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $20.50.)

In The Aztec Arrangement Rudolf van Zantwijk emphasizes the interplay
between the principles by which the Aztecs structured their universe and the
political and social organizations that they created. Zantwijk sets out to demonstrate that in Aztec culture, as in all pre-Hispanic Mesoamerican cultures,
specific identifications with numbers, time, direction, color, place, deities, and
social groups were "elements that served as parts of a rigidly structured world
order, and in turn, the world order was part of a similarly ;:;tructured cosmic
system" (p. 22).
The title Aztec Arrangement refers to the ways in which calendrical and
cosmological principles were integrated with social, ritual, and political hierarchies in Tenochtitlan, forming a social order capable of expanding and incorporating diverse linguistic and ethnic groups. In Tenochtitlan, the city which
became the capital of the Aztec empire, the fusion of a number of ancient
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Mesoamerican traditions into a single system created a new, composite culture
which came to be called "Aztec."
The first half of The Aztec Arrangement reconstructs TenochtitlEln's social
structure at different periods in its development, as its political status changed
from that of a subordinate city to imperial capital. Elite dynasties, military officials,
merchants, and artisans gained political power and social status compared to
the heads of residential wards, who originally were the political leaders of the
city. Over ti'me, the ritual organization of the city was amplified to include merchants and other social groups important to the expanding empire.
The second portion of the book examines some of the components of
Tenochtitlan's society and integrative mechanisms in the social order. Two chapters focus on the social organization of the merchants, and in another chapter,
Zantwijk assesses the role of kinship in Aztec society, noting that despite the
great changes that occurred as a result of empire building, kinship remained a
medium through which social and political relations were expressed throughout
Aztec history. Other chapters reconstruct the social-spatial organization of the
city; in these chapters, Zantwijk reconstructs from often fragmentary sources
the system that connected residential wards, occupational groups, and other
social units with calendrically-ordered rituals, deities, and world directions.
Sixteenth-century chronicles in Nahuatl and Spanish, pictorial codices, and
sculpture are the sources for Zantwijk's reconstructions of Tenochtitlan's social
organization, and his interpretation~ of ancient Aztec society draw on his ethnographic research among contemporary Nahuatl speakers in central Mexico.
To support his painstakingly detailed historical and spatial reconstructions, Zantwijk provides charts and appendixes through which readers may retrace his
steps through calendrical and historical texts.
While scholars have long recognized the influence of cQsmology on urban
form and the extent to which calendrics affected all aspects of life in ancient
Mesoamerican societies, Zantwijk's study adds to the historical literature an
intensive examination of these principles at work in Tenochtitlan, from its beginnings to its rise as capital of the Aztec empire. Researchers in a number of fields
may find Zantwijk's treatment of Aztec history and social organization useful for
their own studies of ethnicity, political change, and world view of early states
and empires.
Mary Hodge
North Bennington, Vermont

Trade, Tribute, and Transportation: The Sixteenth-Century Political Economy of
the Valley of Mexico. By Ross Hassig. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1985. xvi + 364 pp. Illustrations, appendix, bibliography, index. $22.9.5.)

Ross Hassig has filled an enormous gap in Aztec and' early colonial history
with this detailed study of the infrastructure of the Aztec empire and the impact
it suffered from the Spanish Conquest and resulting colonial system. This is an
important book, rich in new viewpoints as well as in new methods used to handle
the limited ethnohistorical data in the codices and the chronicles that are related
to this topic.
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After describing pre-Spanish economic production in central Mexico and
in the Valley of Mexico in particular and focusing on urban food supply and the
interrelation.of urban development and the transport systems, the author introduces the concept of urban hinterlands that enables him to explain the special
position of the Aztec capital of Mexico, Tenochtitlan, and its sister-city of Tlatelolco. While most Mesoamerican cities and towns depended on the t/ameme
(human carriers), transport facilities that limited their economic hinterland to
eighteen miles (one tlameme-day distance) in every passable direction, the
Aztec twin-cities with their exceptional insular position in the center of a lacustrine
region consisting of five mutually connected lakes were able to extend their
hinterland to an eighteen-mile radius from all the lakeshores. In that way the
Aztecs efficiently used the hinterland, almost five times as great as a wholly
landlocked Mesoamerican city had at its disposal, and Tenochtitlan became the
most important urban center of native America.
The Aztecs augmented the economic hinterland of their capital by an extended political hinterland related to what the author calls a "hegemonic empire,
uniquely adapted to the situation in Mesoamerica, tailored to generate resources
from the broadest base possible at minimal cost to the polity." One of the bases
of the empire was a highly efficient agricultural system that ranged from intensive
chinampa-cultivation (swamp-drainage) through irrigation-agriculture and more
extensive forms of production. With a coercive tribute system the Aztecs overcame the limitations of their tlameme-transportation by placing its cost outside
its own polity. Hassig considers the principal imperial function of the Aztec
interregionally trading merchants (pochteca) "their creation of a larger, safer
and more efficiently organized trading area within the empire." This conclusion
is debatable because, as is well known, those merchants were employed in
other imperial tasks as well as spying, collecting tributes, and trading with state
capital, etc., and the historical sources do not provide sufficient data to compare
the relative importance of each of these tasks.
The most contestable chapter of the first part of the book, treating the preHispanic era, is the fourth one, where the author tries to develop a general theory
about the interdependence of the market system and the Mesoamerican calendar. It is precisely in his description of this complicated calendar that Hassig
suffers his most serious derailment. In his effort to present a general theory he
overlooks the fact that there were a great number of local variants of the same
overall Mesoamerican calendrical systems, and these local and regional differences are prohibitive of the general statements the author makes. Further, Hassig
considers the cycle of the Nine Lords of the Night as "apparently independent
of both tona/poalli (day-count) and the solar-year cycles" a conclusion that is
refuted by recent studies. It would have been better for the author if he had left
the whole calendric problem to more specialized Mesoamericanists, perhaps
only indicating the many difficulties existing in this field of study.
The second part of the book treats the introduction of the colonial system
in Mexico and is convincing. Here the author has more historical data at his
disposal and depicts a fascinating panorama of dramatic developments that
occurred after the Spanish conquest, when catastrophic demographic losses
and colonial exploitation fundamentally changed the original circumstances.
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Comparing the Aztec and colonial situations the author concludes that notwithstanding the centralizing policy of the early colonial authority and the introduction
of more effective systems of transportation, the economic situation of the country
as a whole was less integrated. That is to say that in this respect the situation
reverted to Aztec commercial style, but without a dense Indian population. The
new circumstances favored the existence of local and regional economic selfsufficiency; that meant, in agricultural terms, the hacienda-system.
This fine study contributes to a better understanding of the Aztec and early
colonial systems in Mexico and also provides new insights into the development
of intercultural colonial processes in general.
Rudolf van Zantwijk
University of Amsterdam

Mixtecs in Ancient and Colonial Times. By Ronald Spores. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1984 xiv + 263 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables,
notes, bibliography, index $27.50.)

Ronald Spores has devoted much of his professional life to research on the
Mixtecs of Oaxaca, Mexico. His first book on the subject, also published by the
University of Oklahoma Press, appeared in 1967. His present work amplifies
and complements the earlier effort.
The Mixtecs in Ancient and Colonial Times is a regional ethnohistorical
treatment of the MixtecaAlta from 1520 B.C. to A.D. 1820. After a brief introduction,
chapters two and three treat the rise and development of Mixtec civilization prior
to the Spanish conquest. Development of the culture is carefully traced from
preceramic and protoagricultural stages through the postclassic. Here Spores
drew from his research as an onsite archaeologist who has spent many years
in the MixtecaAlta. His treatment of this highly developed pre-Spanish civilization
is essential to an understanding of the changes or lack thereof wrought by the
coming of Europeans in the early sixteenth century.
The following chapters are ethnohistory at its best. They treat topics such
as the economic- system, religious enterprises, crime and punishment, and the
transformation of Mixteca society. The author is as familiar with the ramos and
legajos of the Archivo General de Indias and Archivo General de la Nadon
(Mexico) as he is with the tools and techniques of archaeology His conclusions
seem a bit benign, but they were arrived at by meticulous research and are set
forth with clarity of expression. Spores; for example, dispels the notion that
Spaniard vis-a-vis Indian was a simple case of masters holding sway over
subservient underclass natives. Spanish colonial policy is assessed as evenhanded, particularly in the dispensation of justice to Europeans and Indians.
"There is no evidence in the thousands of criminal and civil cases processed
by the magisterial court ... that Indians were treated more or less fairly than
were Spaniards" (p. 100). Economic enterprises were also shared between
Spaniards and native agriculturists, who maintained effective control of their
ancestral lands. If the Spaniards, like Americans today, were especially litigious,
the studies of Spores and other scholars clearly demonstrate that Indians themselves quickly learned to employ the bar of justice to defend their rights. It is
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refreshing to read that from the perspective of one steeped in Mixtecan, Oaxacan, and Mexican history, a "multilevel political system" was created which
was responsive, responsible, and effective in meeting the needs of all people
(white, Indian, black, and mixed) throughout the colonial era. It was an arrangement that served "as the best alternative to further aggravation or violent resolution, and [was] far preferable to anarchy" (p. 225).
All aspects of this book are a credit to the author, his editor, and the press.
It is richly illustrated, well written, and finely packaged.
Donald Chipman
North Texas State University

The Conquest of Michoacan: The Spanish Domination of the Tarascan Kingdom
in Western Mexico, 1521-1530. By J. Benedict Warren. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1985. xv + 352 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $2750.)
Sources on the Tarascan state, comprising essentially the territory of present-day Michoacan, are far scantier than for the Aztec-dominated entities of
central Mexico. Almost equally obscure is the early history of the area in the
new Spanish empire and the destruction of native institutions during the initial
years before the imposition of orderly royal government in Mexico. It is this
particularly obscure period in the history of Michoacan that J. Benedict Warren
has chosen for his field. In 1977 he published in Spanish in Morelia a detailed
reconstruction of the history of Michoacan in the years 1521-1530, beginning
with the submission of the Tarascan ruler and ending with the execution of his
successor by Nuno de Guzman. That edition, in somewhat revised form, is now
presented in English. Almost all of the changes represent incorporating new
material or shifting sections for more efficient presentation. The one change that
may be deplored by scholars is the omission of the appendix of pertinent documents in the 1977 version.
The plan of the book is simple. An initial chapter summarizes what is known
of pre-conquest Tarascan society and institutions. The next three chapters cover
the first contacts between Spaniards and Tarascans, the unsuccessful attempt
at military occupation under Cristobal de Olid, and the inspection by Antonio
de Caravajal with its census of towns preparatory to distributing them in encomiendas Chapter five describes Spanish efforts to eliminate the native cult
and replace it with Christianity, an account that should give rise to much reflection
on the mutual incomprehension of cultures on first contact. Three chapters deal
with the effects upon native ruler and society in Michoacan of the turbulent
course of events in New Spain during the years from the expedition of Cortes
to Honduras to the administration of the First Audiencia. Nuno de Guzman,
president of the audiencia, pressed the young Tarascan ruler relentlessly for
specie and supplies at the same time that Spanish inroads on the native structures were limiting his ability to deliver them. Two chapters are devoted to the
major means of Spanish economic exploitation of Michoacan, that is, encomienda and mining. In terms of mining, the region proved disappointing since it
was relatively poor in deposits of gold and silver and whatthe natives delivered
as tribute and donation was the accumulation of generations. Chapter eleven
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depicts the preparations of Nuno de Guzman for the expedition to the northwest,
his pressures upon the Cazonci, and the trial and execution of the unfortunate
;:,ative ruler. A final chapter adds material from the record of the trial sent to
Spain, sketches the story of the Cazonci's descendants, and points out that
Spanish restructuring of the region made the elimination of the Cazonci inevitable.
Three appendixes list the data from the five fragments of the Caravajal
found so far, the encomenderos and encomiendas of Michoacan in the form of
an alphabetical presentation by surname of encomendero with much biographical detail, and a chronology of the Cazonci's last days. These are important
research tools for the sixteenth-century history of Michoacan.
This brief sketch of the plan of the book fails to do justice to the richness
of the contents. Through wide searching in archives and libraries, in sections
not hitherto explored, by close, careful reading and comparison of texts, by
fitting masses of disparate fragments into a general chronology, Warren has
performed an impressive feat of reconstruction. We know far more of the history
of those difficult and violent years because of his study. The book is a model of
textual criticism. Almost miraculously it is also well-written.
Woodrow Borah
University of California, Berkeley

Desert Passages: Encounters With the American Deserts. By Patricia Nelson
Limerick. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1985. 218 pp. Notes,
bibliography, index. $22.50 cloth, $12.95 paper.)

"[W)hile I am open to debate," writes Patricia Limerick, Robert G. Athearn's
successor as western historian at the University of Colorado, "I am not always
open to persuasion" (p. 14). An occasional rigidity, confessed to in this thin
volume's preface, also reveals itself in a series of interpretative essays on the
significance of deserts in nineteenth and twentieth century American intellectual
history. Using eight men-John C. Fremont, William Lewis Manly, Mark Twain,
William Ellsworth Smythe, John Van Dyke, George W~arton James, Joseph Wood
Krutch, and Edward Abbey-Limerick divides her sketches between those who
disliked the "unimproved desert" and those who reveled in it.
In the last century the true desert of the Great Basin and Southwest, as
compared to the legendary "Great American Desert" encompassing prairies and
plains, represented more than an encumbrance to travel. It suggested instead
a limit to national expansion. It could also kill those who wandered there. Fremont
and Manly survived their desert adventures; others like Smythe tried to bring
water to the deserts so that they might bloom in an agricultural sense. The author
shows persuasively that the transition from a nineteenth-century faith in progress
to twentieth-century skepticism and despair included a transformation in the
way Americans viewed their deserts. In this century, especially with the margin
of safety increased for sojourns in arid places, deserts "that had not submitted
to development were, to the appreciators, the most authentic of places, where
existence was stripped to its essentials, without pretense and without artifice"
(p. 168).
Why did Limerick choose these men as her interpreters of arid America?
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All of them obviously had much to say about deserts but one is nevertheless
surprised by the absence of certain worthy spokesmen. John Wesley Powell,
acknowledged in the conclusion as an important figure for both "manipulators
of water and preservationists," receives less than three pages of treatment
Clearly his encounters with deserts and their human inhabitants were asimportant to the development of American attitudes as were Fremont's journal,
Manly's memoir, and Abbey's essays.
The quality of the essays vary. When least effective, as in the chapter on
Fremont, the essays are long on inferences and asides but maddeningly short
on context Yet the essay on Edward Abbey is witty and wise and admirably
placed in context Indeed the skill of interpretation seems to be linked to the
contemporary nature of the material. The closer to the present the author comes,
the stronger the interpretation. As the author reveals in her preface, "I have a
great faith in the synecdoche, the part that stands for the whole, the grain of
sand that reveals the universe.... " In other words, while "I believe that a close
study of the thought and expression of individuals reveals a great deal about
their times and their settings, I also recognize the risks and limits of this ap~
proach" (p. 9). One risk is that a larger context is frequently sacrificed. Much
can also be revealed when times and settings are better understood.
Limerick concedes that there is still much to be learned about deserts and
Americans beyond the eight men whose attitudes she explored. This book,
nevertheless, may be regarded as a good beginning. It should stimulate further
discussion of deserts in American history.
L. G. Moses
Northern Arizona University

Brett: From Bloomsbury to New Mexico. By Sean Hignett. (New York: Franklin
Watts, 1983.299 pp. Illustrations. $22.95.)
.

Dorothy Brett lived her life in two places: England and New Mexico. Born
in 1883, the England that she knew as a girl was the Victorian/Edwardian world
of royalty (her father, Member of Parliament for Penryn and .Falmouth, was Reginald Baliol Brett, Second Viscount Esher); the sophisticated homes and drawing rooms of London; and the countryside of Orchard Lea near Windsor Castle.
She lived. in this society,of titles and lords almost exclusively until191 0 when
she enrolled, as a result of her own willfulness and over the objection of her
family, in the Slade School of Art There she met several artists, including David
Bomberg and Mark Gertler. Compounded by her father's reluctance to pay her
tuition, Brett began more and more to replace attention to titles and bloodlines
with an interest in, 'if not quite a passion for, paintings and those who created
them. In short, she became a "maverick" daughter, adopting a stylized costume
of the American West, including a big hat and boots with a knife tucked in the
top.
By 1915, when her circle began to include writers and intellectuals either
directly or indirectly associated with the Bloomsbury region ofLondon-Gertler,
Ottoline Morrell, Aldous Huxley, Katherine Mansfield; John Middleton Murray,
other. words, - just
when
Virginia Woolf, Bertrand Russell, D. H. Lawrence-in
"
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listening to gossip about friends and talk about ideas were the rule of the day,
she was stricken with deafness. Her recourse was an ear trumpet. This, combined with her large eyes and weak chin, added a touch of eccentricity to her
image as a rebel.
But the oddest turn of all in a life filled with contradictions was her attachment
to D. H. Lawrence, iconoclastic commoner, brilliant novelist, and prophet of love.
Because of Lawrence, Brett's destiny took her, literally, "From Bloomsbury to
New Mexico," from refined living to a dilapidated ranch in the Sangre de Cristos.
Brett's New Mexico period-from 1924 until her death in 1977 at the age
of ninety-four-was assuredly the most important part of her life And for most
readers of Sean Hignett's version of Brett's life, it will prove the most interesting.
In part this is attributable to the biographer's own fascination with Taos and his
first-hand knowledge of it as a D. H. Lawrence Fellow who lived for a summer
on the Lawrence Ranch in the mountains north of Taos. The influence of northern
New Mexico and, indeed, the "exoticism" of Taos on Hignett's perspective adds
an extra dimension of understanding and comic-satiric entertainment to this look
at the British engagement of Lawrence, Brett, and his various other "disciples"
with New Mexico. To a greater extent than usual the biographer's subject becomes a part of his own biography, affording the box within the box puzzle of
biography as autobiography. In this respect, Hignett's "Epilogue" concerning
his misadventures with certain wild and crazy residents of the place, all in the
cause of gathering information, is alone worth five minutes of reading-reading
that reminds one of John Nichols with an accent. It again confirms that novelists
write the best biographies and that ultimately biography (somewhat like history)
is fiction anyway.
Brett's Taos years were spent mainly in adoration of Lawrence-while he
lived and after his death in 1930. She hoped to find utopia in Taos, Lawrence's
idealized and idyllic colony which he called Rananim. And in a sense she did,
despite the disillusionments following from the constant and tragicomic fights
with Frieda Lawrence and Mabel Dodge Luhan over Lawrence, his manuscripts,
his ranch, and his reputation. There is a long tradition of books about Lawrence
and his American experience and about Taos as an artists' colony-including
Brett's own Lawrence and Brett: A Friendship (1933). Hignett's Brett, in its exhaustive use of correspondence and interviews, and in its tone and manner of
involving himself with his subject, should be moved, at least temporarily, to the
top of that list.
Robert Gish
Iowa State University

A Westerly Trend . .. Being a Veracious Chronicle of More Than Sixty Years of
Joyous Wanderings, Mainly In Search of Space and Sunshine. By Godfrey Sykes.
(Tucson: Arizona Historical Society/University of Arizona Press, 1984. xvi + 332
pp. Illustrations, index. $19.95.)

This reprint of a classic autobiography brings to a new generation of readers
an entertaining reading experience that also teaches a great deal of history.
Born in 1861. in a Yorkshire village, Godfrey Sykes came to the United States in
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1879 as a refugee from murky English weather in search of "the sunny plains
of Texas" described in a popular novel of the time, The Headless Horseman. A
Westerly Trend records the varied adventures and sharp observations of a Victorian soldier-of-fortune whose curiosity, humor, and zest for life lasted through
"More Than Sixty Years of Joyous Wanderings."
The foreword to the 1944 edition of the book compares Sykes with Drake,
Raleigh, Sir Frances Bacon, and Alexander Selkirk (the real life model for Robinson Crusoe). The foreword to the 1984 reprint describes him as "pioneer,
cowboy, rancher, engineer, scientist, and author." Both emphasize his manyfaceted contributions to and colorful accounts of the rapidly developing Southwest between the 1890s and World War II. Only the dust jacket mentions "the
immigrant realizing his dreams of a New World." In this time of ethnic revival, it
should be noted that Sykes was also an interesting example of English "invisible
immigrants," who escaped the language difficulties and cultural barriers that
hampered most other newcomers.
From the aspect of western history, perhaps the most valuable parts of the
book describe the author's experiences as a cowboy driving cattle from Texas
to Wyoming, as hunter and breaker of wild horses, as mule freighter, and as
ranch foreman in western Kansas. He had a positive knack in the 1800s for
turning up in various climactic stages of the Wild West, and through sheer luck
and innate cleverness, rapidly mastering whatever techniques were necessary
for a given job. He also saw the frontier of wild horses and buffalo, trail-driving,
and open-range ranching disappear as the plains filled up with "nesters" (homesteaders).
Eventually, Sykes bought a ranch in northern Arizona. After an interlude as
hydraulic and mining engineer in Japan, he returned to Arizona and took up
trading with Navajos and Hopis. With his brother, Sykes opened a business in
Flagstaff as "Makers and Menders of Anything." In time, he became an amateur
then professional explorer of rivers and deserts. His major scientific career
developed in Tucson from 1906 as a staff member of the Desert Laboratory of
the Carnegie Institute.
Along the way he married an English wife and had two sons, who all thrived
on numerous camping trips with him in the Southwest. After the death of his first
wife, he married her sister and lived with her and his sons in England for a time,
where he gave distinguished service during World War I as an engineer.
Sykes records that he was immediately recognized as English in the United
States from his accent, but indicates no problems as an immigrant. Was it
because he was an Englishman that he was accorded high status, or his own
ability and winning personality, or both? A historian of non-English-speaking
immigrant experience is immediately struck by how quickly all doors opened
for this newcomer to America, who claims success at every endeavor. And if he
loved the sunny skies of Arizona so much, why did he return to England on
.innumerable visits, take his sons there to attend school, delay so long in becoming an American citizen, and make every attempt to establish a secondary
residence there after his retirement? One suspects something of an immigrant's
divided heart behind this behavior after all, and wonders if he might have said
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more had he written his autobiography during the ethnic revival instead of during
World War II.
Dorothy Burton Skardal
University of Oslo

Big Bear: The End of Freedom. By Hugh A. Dempsey. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1984. 227 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.95.)

Hugh Dempsey's biography of the famous Cree chief, Big Bear, is more
informative than persuasive or evocative. Dempsey takes care to correct, to
clarify, and to substantiate some of the current beliefs rather than to frame a
new understanding of Big Bear's life. The figure that emerges is an enlightened
political leader who saw both the futility of war against the whites and the abject
poverty that would follow submission, and who exhausted himself in efforts to
unite the Cree tribes in negotiations for a better settlement from an insensitive
government. The tragic effect was to destroy his credibility and power with his
own people while earning among influential whites the reputation of a recalcitrant
and violent agitator. Dempsey's view of Big Bear's historical role differs little, in
broad terms, from William B. Fraser's in "Big Bear, Indian Patriot" or RudyWiebe's
in The Temptations of Big Bear. He assembles an impressive array of sources
to support the conclusions he draws. Some may doubt the reliability of oral
history or native informants this long after the fact, but Dempsey complements
this material with published and archival documentary sources to answer the
questions still surrounding his subject.
Dempsey is particularly strong in explaining the anthropological and cultural
contexts that provide insight into Big Bear's motivation-tribal power structures,
the spiritualism of the Ojibwa heritage, the practical necessities of plains survival.
His weakness is in the art of bringing his subject to life with any immediacy.
This is partly due to his tact in not presuming intimacy with Big Bear's thoughts.
The problem is also that Dempsey's narrative talents are limited and his attempts
at evocative description painfully conspicuous.
, Dempsey's biography makes an interesting comparison with Wiebe's historical novel, The Temptations of Big Bear. Wiebe accords an even greater stature
to the Cree chief, and would obviously not agree with Dempsey's assessment
of Big Bear before the Northwest Rebellion as "so wrapped up in his own oratory
that he could not get down to individual issues." Dempsey shares Wiebe's
interest in the Indians' natural religion, retaining an historian's skepticism but
nonetheless drawing close attention to the uncanny coincidence of subsequent
events with Big Bear's visions and with the prophesies of the Cree holy men at
the theft by missionaries of the sacred "Iron Stone" dedicated to "Old Man
Buffalo." One of the many "cruxes" Dempsey solves is Big Bear's supposed
reference to hanging at the Fort Pitt treaty negotiations. The reference was used
by whites to discredit Big Bear as a miscreant who feared punishment. Dempsey
argues convincingly that "hanging" was a mistranslation of a common metaphor
for loss of freedom, as when a horse "feels the rope around his neck."This could
have been grist for Wiebe's mill, since one major theme of Temptations is the
failure of communication between the cultures.
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Big Bear: The End of Freedom is the first book-length biography of a famous
but enigmatic figure Its wealth of new information will generate new understanding for scholars of Indian history for some time to come.
Dick Harrison
University of Alberta

Coxey's Army: An American Odyssey. By Carlos A. Schwantes. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1985. xli + 321 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $22.95.)
Carlos A. Schwantes' latest book begins with a convincing reminder of the
desperate depression of the 18~Os, rendered more hopeless to many of its
victims than the longer, but not worse, Great Depression of the 1930s, because
of the refusal of government or society to take any responsibility for the unemployed. Jacob S. Coxey's plan was to put men to work building good roads,
while his San Francisco co-leader, Charles T Kelley, preferred building irrigation
ditches. In either case, the idea was to conduct public works programs to relieve
the jobless and add to the nation's infrastructure. This neat solution, as we know,
had to wait forty years for the New Deal, while governmental responsibility had
to wait fifty-two years, for the Employment Act of 1946, Yet in the 1890s, Coxey
and his companions were condemned as cranks.
This book is an excellent example of how a "well-known" event can escape
serious scholarly notice and then, when a historian with skill and imagination
studies it, reveal a coherent and surprising story. The big surprise is that "most
of the several thousand marchers originated" in the West (p x). Coxey's army,
although its leader was from Ohio, was largely and in all phases a western
movement. "The Coxey march was ... as much a chapter in the history of the
American West as of reform or labor," bridging "the classic frontier" and "the
modern welfare state," like the Overland Trail in reverse, creating "a temporary
community" built on "grassroots democracy at its best and worst" (p. 261).
Schwantes has relied heavily on 142 runs of newspapers from the West,
Midwest, and Northeast, knitting them together with skill and ironic humor to
form a riveting narrative. He creates a panorama which no one at the time, not
even Coxey, could have seen. The portraits of Coxey, his guru Carl Browne, the
bizarre (Mr.) Great Unknown, Charles T Kelley, and many others are deft and
distinct. The derring-do of western Coxeyites in commandeering freight trains
in desperate hopes of joining Coxey in time to march together, and the responses
of the law, are vivid. The parched predicament of Coxeyites stranded on sidings
on the southwestern desert dry the throat. The Coxey movement also had navies
that tried to float down the Platte and the Missouri. Many drowned.
There was much more to the episode than Coxey himself and his Army of
the Commonweal, arrested on the Capitol lawn on May Day, 1894. The final
chapter, "Coxeyism in Perspective," includes provocative linkages between Coxeyism and the West, touching on grassroots democracy, the work ethic, violence,
Americanism and anarchism-socialism, localism (should the marchers be fed
and clothed, or arrested?) and centralism (governments and railroads), beliefs
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about poverty, and the end of the frontier as free land and opportunity. Read
this fine book.
Walter Nugent
University of Notre Dame

A Righteous Cause. The Li(e of William Jennings Bryan. By Robert W Cherny.
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1985. xi + 225 pp Illustrations, bibliography, index. $15.95.)

Sixty years after his death, William Jennings Bryan's place in American
history is at last becoming clear. As Robert Cherny points out, Bryan was neither
"the greatest moral force of his day," as one Nebraskan referred to him, nor H.
L. Mencken's "zany without sense or dignity" (p. 184) This tightly written lifeand-times biography argues instead that Bryan's importance is less in his association with any particular reforms than in his "key role" in moderniZing the
Democratic Party. In the 1890s, Democrats led by Grover Cleveland held that
government could do almost nothing about pressing social and economic problems. Bryan, says Cherny, successfully challenged that attitude and helped to
reshape the party in its modern activist form.
Cherny also makes a good case for Bryan's importance in securing fairer
taxation, monetary improvements, and banking regulation. His political achievements, Cherny thinks, were less notable. He popularized reforms such as the
direct election of senators and woman suffrage, but he left the hard, gritty work
of lobbying and lining up votes to others As secretary of state under Woodrow
Wilson he aspired to create a more peaceful and democratic world, but his
peace treaties did not work, his well-meant efforts to promote democracy in
Latin America went awry, and his attempts to mediate in World War I were
frustrated by conflicts with Wilson's other advisers and by his own lingering
isolationism.
Bryan's fundamentalism, prohibitionism, and racism are hard for a modern
reader to accept. Cherny argues persuasively that these were not only the values
of Bryan's youth, but that they were shared by his followers and that maintaining
these conservative social ideas eased the transition from a rural to an industrial
America. Cherny admits that Bryan's traditional values did not mesh readily with
his belief in progress, but his merging of the two was successful at some emotionallevel that satisfied his followers. Such an irrational appeal may help explain
why he remains so interesting to readers half a century later, but Cherny, ever
the rational historian, does not explore that path.
The book is at its best in dealing with the period before 1912 where Cherny
has previously worked in depth. Without exactly saying so, Cherny conveys the
impression that Bryafl's major contribution to the modernization of the party and
to reform came before that date and that what followed was epilogue In a sense
he' is right, but that interpretation somewhat slights Bryan's important role in
shaping New Freedom domestic policy, not to mention his more ambiguous
contribution to the social conservatism of the 1920s.

266

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1986

Nevertheless, this is a good book. It distills the essence of modern scholarship about Bryan and his era, and it makes Bryan's importance comprehensible to Americans of the 1980s.
Kendrick A. Clements
University of South Carolina

Destination Denver City: The South Platte Trail. By Doris Monahan. (Athens:

Swallow Press/Ohio University Press, 1985. x + 293 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper)
The South Platte Trail was little more than a series of wagon ruts next to the
river, but it connected frontier Denver to civilization, of sorts, in Nebraska and
Missouri. From the 1840s to 1867, when the Union Pacific Railroad rendered the
trail obsolete, goldseekers, Mormons, soldiers, and settlers streamed westward
along this busy highway toward new opportunities. Still others made the return
trip, downcast and disillusioned.
In this account of the inevitable conflicts that followed the white invasion of
Indian lands, Doris Monahan, a writer living in Sterling, Colorado, focuses on
the importance of the South Platte Trail as a lifeline to the new settlements. She
offers a wealth of detail about the pioneers who built ranches, stage stations,
and settlements along the trail-so many settlements that travelers never covered a long stretch of wilderness before a crude, prairie cabin hove into view.
Not surprisingly, the trail, which to Indian minds symbolized the white invasion, bore the brunt of revenge following the Sand Creek Massacre. Monahan
presents one of the most complete accounts available of the Indian attacks
between January and the spring of 1865. Just how many white casualties there
were has never been documented, and Monahan does not attempt to guess at
the total number. Nevertheless, she makes it clear that the Indians were not the
only people to suffer loss and hardships, bringing a much needed balance to
our understanding of those troubled times.
Despite the fact that Monahan relies heavily on the scholarship of such
writers as Donald Berthrong, George Bird Grinnell, and Stan Hoig, her own
research is obviously prodigious. Unfortunately, she accepts too many things
at face value, such as the accounts of John Smith who was so untrustworthy,
the Indians called him "lying John."When Monahan does analyze the evidence,
her conclusions are sometimes surprising, such as her contention that Colonel
John Chivington "Iogic;;ally" meant to attack the Indian camp on the Smoky Hill
east of Denver in November 1864, but that deep snows caused him to head
south instead. Sand Creek thus becomes an accident of the weather. Yet, Governor John Evans' letters in the Colorado State Archives and other evidence
show that both he and Chivington kept track of the Indian movements, and knew
exactly when Chief Black Kettle and Chief Left Hand brought their people to
Sand Creek. While holding Chivington primarily responsible, subsequent official
investigations of the whole sordid affair did not absolve Governor Evans of either
knowledge or blame, as does Monahan.
Monahan's interpretation of Sand Creek aside, the book remains a rich
source of information on the events taking place along the South Platte Trail.
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Despite a propensity for passive verbs (always a temptation to history writers),
the narrative is a fast-paced, energetic, and worthwhile contribution to the history
of the West.
Margaret Coel
Boulder, Colorado

The Making of a Town: Wright, Wyoming. By Robert W. Righter. (Boulder, Colorado: Roberts Rinehart, 1985. 203 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$19.95.)

Robert W. Righter's The Making of a Town: Wright, Wyoming, is a fascinating
book dealing with a fresh subject of significant importance to historians. It is
well-written, well-researched, and attractively pack~ged. Especially commendable is the price, which by today's standards is reasonable and puts the book
within reach of the individual reader.
Wright, Wyoming's origins lay in the coal boom that affected the northern
Great Plains in the wake of the energy crisis of the early 1970s. Fears that
politicization of petroleum could result in future shortages led to efforts to develop
huge deposits of coal in the West. The existence of those coal deposits had
been known for nearly a century, but their remote location and the increasing
obsolescence of coal as an energy source allowed them to remain undeveloped.
A frightened nation coupled with new technology made their development by
large energy conglomerates possible and welcome.
Western conservationists, eastern coal interests, and state legislatures that
had been grappling with the problems of dying economies left in the wake of
other extractive industries were not always enthusiastic. To convert the doubters
and silence critics, the energy companies displayed a social conscience some
would argue was a charade and others would point to with pride. Out of this
set of circumstances came Wright, Wyoming. Wright was not to be another
company town but a social experiment.
Righter's book is the story of the beginning of that experiment. The outcome
will not be known for years. Generally, Atlantic Richfield, the corporate creator
of Wright, comes off well. The book clearly demonstrates that ARCO, or at least
part of th~ collective mind that constituted ARCO, believed in the social experiment Wright became. ARCO hoped to produce a viable community that would
survive when the western coal frontier moved on and Wright and the people
who lived there were left to their own devices in a hostile. environment, unneeded
by the cattlemen and sheepmen who had long ago come to terms with their
special isolation
The book opens on an upbeat and positive note that stands in contrast to
the epilogue which seems to have been added at the last moment. The effect
is I'Ike a sudden telephone call at a wedding reception informing the members
of the wedding that the bride and groom suffered a serious accident on the way
to the celebration and the extent of their injuries is not known. The epilogue
brings the news that ARCO has been reorganized and has effectively ended its
role in planning the future of Wright. Furthermore, the citizens of Wright have
voted to incorporate. Righter, positive to the end, comments that the goals of
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both the citizens and the company have been achieved. But only time will tell
if Wright will su~vive.
Robert T. Smith
Eastern Montana -College

Women at War with America: Private Lives in a Patriotic Era. By D'Ann Campbell.
(Cambridge: HarvardUniversity'Press, 1984. xiv + 304 pp. Illustrations, tables,
notes, index $20.00.)
Webster's New World Dictionary defines the word "with" both as "in opposition," and "alongside of." D'Ann Campbell's title, Women at War with America,
clearly encompasses both definitions. Women went to war with America, in the
armed forces and on the assembly lines, but they were also at war with the way
the conflict threatened their values and their private lives. As defined by Campbell, the war was a significant event in the lives of many American women but
not in the way other historians have seen it-as the forerunner of the modern
women's liberation movement. Campbell finds that women's wartime experiences were the precursors of the domestic 1950s, not the liberated 1970s. In
Campbell's view, the suburban ideal of marriage that flourished in the 1950s
and 1960s was a "major result of the interaction between the values of the
people and the disruptions of the war."
In looking at women's experiences during the war, Campbell used sources
from the 1940s: information gathered by various government organizations, the
Roper and Gallup polls, and the case files of social workers. While she recognizes and surveys the propaganda the government aimed at women, and the
media emphasis on women who assumed new roles during the war, Campbell
nevertheless believes that neither of these sources changed women's values
and their interpretations of their primary roles. Gender roles change over the
long term; the war was simply one of a series of events that changed women's
lives.
Campbell's chapter on women in the armed forces is titled, "A Crushing
Defeat in This Man's Army," while that on the nurses in uniform is called "Victory
for the Angels of Mercy: Nurses Break Through." The point is made that aside
from the nurses, women who served in the armed forces were ,never able to
overcome the lack of preparation for their use in the services, the slander campaign against them, and the hostility of male soldiers. For the nurses, the situation
was different-they were in a career that was regarded as womanly; they had
a heritage of service in war; and they had a traditional position in which males
(doctors)exerted authority over them. Soldiers, thinking of the day they might
be wounded, were happy to have nurses in the military; at the same time they
were opposed to service by women who might displace men from safe military
jobs behind the lines.
Aside from military service, a variety of other options were open to women
who wished to serve for reasons of patriotism, prestige, or a pay check. Volunteer
activities ranged from establishing victory gardens and buying bonds to work
with established organizations such as the usa and the Red Cross. Pay checks
went hand-in-hand with patriotism for the women who took jobs in defense
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industries during the war. By 1944, one-sixth cif the women workers were in the
war sector, but their lot was not necessarily a happy one. Hired out of necessity,
they were distrusted by male workers and their unions, and regarded only as
temporary workers .
. American housewives, especially wives of servicemen, found their traditional duties made more difficult, but they met the challenges of the war. Competent and creative, they faced the housing crisis, the food shortages, and other
dislocations in society very efficiently. Devoting themselves to the needs of their
families, American housewives were able to meet the problems of the war without
sacrificing their traditional values-the very sacrifice that service women and
women in factories were often called upon to make.
Campbell shows us that American women responded to the demands of
the war as women-supporting the war effort, but not giving up their moral
values. Because of this, she argues, women firmly embraced the suburban family
ideal in the years after the war. For this, and other interesting theses, as well as
an excellent job of research, this book deserves a wide audience.
Billie Barnes Jensen
San Jose State University

Firearms of the American West, 1866-94. By Louis Garavaglia and Charles G.
Worman. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1985 x + 413 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)

The second volume of Firearms of the American West is a splendid work.
Authors Louis Garavaglia and Charles G. Worman continue their chronicle of
the technical developments and everyday usage of guns from the end of the
Civil War to the mid-1890s.
In some respects the second volume surpasses the first. Although the new
book is fractionally longer, it addresses a much shorter period of the western
frontier. The variety of firearms covered is even greater than that of the first
volume. Excellent photos and firsthand accounts and narratives are well chosen
and abundant. Organization of the second volume has been streamlined in
comparison to the first volume. Chapters have been reduced from seventeen
to six and parts reduced from six to three. As a result the second volume is
considerably easier to read and reference than its predecessor.
Volume two consists of separate parts for military arms, civilian arms, and
Indian arms. Chapter one addresses military long arms: Sharps, Remingtons,
and a plethora of Springfield models. Repeating arms such as Spencers, Henrys,
and others are examined. A second chapter in part one details the evolution of
military handguns used in the West from percussion to cartridge and from fortyfour to thirty-eight.
Part two examines civilian arms. This is done in three chapters, covering
separately rifles, shotguns, and handguns. These are notable for their detailed
coverage of almost everything available to the civilian west of St. Louis between
1866 and 1900. In addition to the usual models, the authors trace the use of
European imports and a wide variety of lesser known American arms, such as
Merwin & Hulburt, Hopkins & Allen, and Forehand & Wadsworth.
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Part three consists of a single chapter devoted to "Postwar Indian Guns."
The material in this chapter is well chosen and illustrated. As in the case of the
first volume, however, it falls short of the high attainment of the rest of the book.
Volume two of Firearms of the American West is superb. The two volumes
establish a new standard in publications on the topic in this period. In spite of
overall excellence in coverage, some puzzling omissions occur. For instance,
the use of the 1876 Winchester by Apaches is not covered. The '76 equalled
Army Springfields in range and power and surpassed it in short range volume
of fire, when it worked. A personal favorite in handguns of the period covered
by volume two, the 1890 Remington, is conspicuous by its absence.
The book and its predecessor are useful, well-written, and copiously illustrated, and are recommended to students, specialists, and general readers. A
third volume covering western firearms from 1895 to 1935 and the transition
from Krag to Garand in military arms and from commercial hunting to trophy
seeking as a shifting focus for' civilian arms is worth a thought.
D. C. Cole
Albuquerque

Book Notes

The State Parks of Arizona by John V. Young, a new publication of the
University of New Mexico Press ($11.95 paper), serves as a guide book
to the parks and as a companion to The State Parks of New Mexico. It
provides a description of each park and its attractions along with an
historical sketch. Guide to the Continental Divide Trail: Southern Colorado (Continental Divide Trail Society, $10.95 paper) is a guide book of
a different type. Designed for hikers, it provides specific information
regarding the trail from Copper Mountain in central Colorado to Cumbres
Pass. Included are maps and comments on geology, plants, and animals.
Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern Travelers by Marc
Simmons (Ancient City Press, $8.50 paper) is indispensable for anyone
interested in retracing all or part of the Santa Fe Trail. Simmons, an
acknowledged expert on the trail, describes the route from Franklin,
Missouri, to Santa Fe, describing both the Mountain Branch and the
Cimarron Cut-Off. Included are numerous maps, illustrations, a guide to
trail markers, and a discussion of the literature relating to the trail. This
trail guide is highly recommended.
The University of Arizona Press continues to reprint books relating
to Western and Southwestern history and culture. The Frontier in American History by Frederick Jackson Turner, a collection of essays relating
to the American frontier, was first published in 1920. The lead article is
Turner's famous essay on the significance of the frontier in American
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history; others deal with the Ohio Valley, the Middle West, and the contribution of the West to American democracy. This new printing features
a foreword by Wilbur R. Jacobs and is available in paper for $10.95.
More directly related to the Southwest are Mormon Settlement in Arizona
by James H. McClintock ($9.95 paper) and Camp-Fire on Desert and
Lava by William 1. Jornaday ($10.95 paper). McClintock's study, first
published in 1921, covers the period from the 1840s to 1920 and touches
on such topics as the Mormon Battalion, missionary activity by Jacob
Hamblin and others, the settlement of the Little Colorado Valley and
southern Arizona, and Mormon expansion into northern Mexico. This
reprint includes a valuable foreword by Charles S. Peterson of Utah
State University, the author of an important history of Mormon development of the Little Colorado Valley. Camp-Fire on Desert and La,va
($19.95 cloth, $10.95 paper) is the account of a small 1907 expedition
into the Pinacate. region of northern Sonora, an area now protected as
a recreational and wildlife preserve. It is also a study of the natural
history of that isolated region just south of the international border. An
introduction by Bernard Fontana places this expedition in historical context and adds an updated bibliography.
A recent reprint by Utah State University Press is The Roll Away
Saloon ($9.95 paper) which had been published in 1979 as Sixshooters
and Sagebrush. These tales by master storyteller Rowland W. Rider come
from the Arizona Strip, the region between the Colorado River and the
Utah border, and are rich in cowboy lingo and customs. Rider tells of
horses, brands, such notables as Zane Grey and Theodore Roosevelt,
and of the mobile saloon that was rolled back and forth across the state
line as conditions required.
The University of Oklahoma Press has published a paperback edition of Shadow of the Indian: Stereotypes in American Culture. by Raymond Stedman ($14.95), which focuses on popular images.
Hispanos: Historic Leaders in New Mexico by Lynn I. Perrigo (Sunstone Press, $9.95 paper) consists of twenty-eight chapters, most of
which are biographical sketches of important Hispanos ranging in time
from Juan de Onate to Dennis Chavez. There are also politicians, economic leaders, educators, and women such as Adelina Otero-Warren.
Illustrations accompany the text.
Several small items also have been published recently. Bridges:
New Mexican Black Women, 1900-1950 by Charlotte K. Mock (New
Mexico Commis~ion on the Status of Women) consists largely of a series
of biographical sketches of prominent Black women, which hopefully
will stimulate additional research on the topic. North American Indian
Lives by Nancy Lurie (University of Washington Press, $7.95 paper) is
a comparable volume that consists of sixty-seven brief biographical
sketches of Indian leaders, including Pope and Geronimo from the
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Southwest. University Neighborhoods History Handbook by Chris Wilson
is available from the University Heights Association in Albuquerque and
provides a brief history of neighborhoods around the University of New
Mexico.
Bill Rakocy has two books recently published by Bravo Press of EI
Paso, Texas. Ghosts of Kingston and Hillsboro, New Mexico consists of
historical sketches, newspaper articles, and photographs relating to
these towns and is supplemented by Rakocy's drawings. Villa Raids
Columbus, New Mexico, March 9, 1916 ($9.95 paper) is a comparable
volume on Pancho Villa's famous raid.
Doubleday has added two new titles to its famed Double D western
series. The Highbinders by F. M. Parker is a tale of California and Oregon
in the late 1860s, while Stillwater Smith by Frank Roderus is a gunfighter
story. Both are available in cloth for $12.95.

BILLY THE KID • BUTCH CASSIDY' WYATI
EARP' BILL TILGHMAN· JESSE JAMES'
IKE CLANTON' PAT GARRETI' CLAY
ALLISON· BEN THOMPSTON • JOHN
WESLEY HARDIN' THE PINKERTONS •
WILD BILL LONGLEY' JOHNNY RINGO'
ELZY LAY' CHRIS MADSEN' SUNDANCE
KID • TOM KETCHUM' BLACK BART' BAT
MASTERSON' THE DALTONS • TIBURCIO
VASQUEZ· HENRY BROWN' COLE
YOUNGER' TEXAS RANGERS· IKE
STOCKTON' DOC HOLIDAY' ELFUEGO
BACA
Do these names interest you?
If so, you may be interested in becoming a member of the nation's fastest growing
western history organization, the

National Association for Outlaw and LawInan History!
The National Association for Outlaw and Lawman History, or NOLA, formed in 1974,
fosters an interest in the history of the outlaws and lawmen of the Old West. We have
history buffs, writers, researchers, gun collectors, memorabilia collectors, photographers, genealogists and others-all interested in characters like Butch Cassidy, Wyatt
Earp, Bat Masterson, Sundance Kid, Jesse James, Billy the Kid, Black Bart, the Pinkertons
and many, many others.
NOLA is headquartered in the Western Research Center at the University of Wyoming
in Laramie. There you will find NOLA's display room. The organization's considerable
collection of books, manuscripts, art work,
memorabilia and other items is housed there
and much of it is on display.
In addition to research, the association sponsors an annual rendezvous in some city of
historic significance. At this meeting, members share information and experience, listen
to noted speakers, take historical tours and
have a good time. The association, from time
to time, also sponsors dedications, memorials, celebrations and other meetings throughout the United States.
For $20 annual dues, you will receive four quarterly magazines
filled with the latest outlaw-lawman history research, four
newsletters, and the printed program for the annual rendezvous. You will be invited to the rendezvous and you will be
put in touch with others who share your interest. We'll help
with research and writing needs. We'll rush you a membership card and start your publications going to you. Send $20.00
to:
NOLA, P.O. Box 1701, Hamilton, Montana 59840. For sample of quarterly magazine
send $1.00.

News Notes

The Gilberta Espinosa Award for the best essay appearing in the New
Mexico Historicaf Review between July 1985 and April 1986 has been
awarded to Robert M. Utley for his essay "Billy the Kid and the Lincoln
County War." The essay appeared in the April 1986 issue. Selection of
the winner is made by the editorial staff and the editorial board of the
New Mexico Historical Review. The family and friends of the late Gilberto
Espinosa have made this annual $100 prize possible in order to honor
the memory of Mr. Espinosa and to encourage the study of New Mexico
history. Espinosa, a well-known New Mexico lawyer, researched Spanish
colonial history and translated many important land documents for the
government. He wrote several books and innumerable articles on Southwestern history. This is the third year for this award. Previous winners
were John O. Baxter in 1984 and Michael C. Meyer in 1985.
The 1986 David Woolley Evans and Beatrice Cannon Evans Biography Award, a prize of $10,000, will be awarded for a distinguished
biography of any person significant in the culture or history of what may
be called Mormon Country. Mormon Country is generally regarded as
extending throughout the Intermountain West of the United States but
also includes southern Canada and northern Mexico. It is, moreover, an
intellectual concept embracing individuals in any geographic locale who
may be significant to the rise or development of Mormonism. If manuscripts are submitted, they should be book length and ready for publication. If books are submitted, they should have been published within
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1986. All authors, regardless of religious affiliation, are invited to submit
entries. Entries are not limited to Mormon subjects. The 1985 award went
to Paul Andrew Hutton of the University of New Mexico for his book Phil
Sheridan and His Army (University of Nebraska Press, 1985). Manuscripts and books must be submitted by December 31, 1986 to Ted J.
Warner, Department of History, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah
84602, or call (801) 378-6752.
David J. Weber's Richard H. Kern: Expeditionary Artist in the Far
Southwest, 1848:"-1853 (University of New Mexico Press, 1985) was selected to receive the Western Heritage Award in the art book category
from the National Cowboy Hall of Fame. Brian W. Dippie's essay review
of Weber's book appears in our April 1986 issue. The Western Heritage
Award for best non-fiction book for 1985 went to Robert L. Sharp for
Bob Sharp's Cattle Country (University of Arizona Press, 1985).
The Program of Cooperation of the Spanish Ministry of Culture and
the Universities of the United States has established an annual competition until 1992 to award a prize to works on Spain and America. The
work may be published or unpublished in English or Spanish. First prize
is awarded $6,000 and $3,000 is awarded for second prize. Light T.
Cummins, Professor of History at Austin College, Sherman, Texas, won
the 1985 Spain and America in the Quincentennial of the Discovery Prize
for his manuscript entitled "Spanish Intelligence and the American Revolution: The Foundations for Diplomatic Relations Between the United
States and Spain, 1775-1783." All entries must be in the hands of the.
Cultural Office of the Embassy of Spain, 4200 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.,
Suite 520, Washington, D.C. 20016, by October 12th of each year.
The Department of History, University of Texas at Arlington announces the 1986 Webb-Smith Essay Competition, a $500 award for the
best essay of 10,000 words or less on the topic, "Liberty and the Origins
of the Constitution." The winning essay will be submitted for publication
as part of .volume Twenty-tw~ of the Walter Prescott Webb Memorial
Lectures Series published by Texas A & M University Press. Manuscripts
for 1987 judging must be submitted by February 1, 1987. For submittal
forms and additional information write the Walter Prescott Webb Memorial
Lectures Committee, Department of History, Box 19529, University of
Texas at Arlington, Arlington, Texas 76019.
The Santa Fe Trail is the subject of a two-day symposium presented
by the Colorado Historical Society, September 12-13, 1986. The symposium, which will take place on the Trail's Mountain Branch in Trinidad,
Colorado, will explore a variety of topics relating to museums and historic
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sites along the trail. Interpretive programs, material culture, historic preservation, and literary documentation of trail sites will be discussed. Featured speakers include Marc Simmons, Sandra Myres, and David
Lavender, Among the other participants are authors David Dary and Leo
Oliva; museum specialists Georgianna Contiguglia, Charles Bennett,
James Hansen, and Dan Murphy; literary experts Jack Rittenhouse, Ruth
Olson, and Tim Wehrkamp; and mountain men experts Dan Muldoon
and William Gwaltney. For registration information, write the Education
Department, Colorado Historical Society, 1300 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203, or call (303) 866-4686,
On May 8, 1986 Congressman Bill Richardson introduced a bill in
Congress to bring the Santa Fe Trail under the provisions of the National
Historic Trails Act. Fourteen other members of the House of Representatives, through whose districts the trail passes, joined as co-sponsors.
If the bill passes, the measure would result in the marking and development of historic sites associated with the trail by the Department of
the Interior.
The Association for Preservation Technology will hold its annual preconference training courses in Austin, Texas, September 29- October
1, 1986. Three courses will be offered: Methods and Standards for the
Conservation of Historic Bridges: A Working Seminar; Manufactured
Building Hardware, 1840-1920; and Preservation Is Maintenance. Enrollment is limited. For additional information contact the Training Course
Chairman, APT Austin '86, P.O. Box 2593, Austin, Texas 78768.
Fort Union National Monument is holding a "Founder's Day Celebration" on July 26-27, 1986. Several living history demonstrations will
be given. For information write Carol Kruse, Fort Union National Monument, Watrous, New Mexico 87753, or call (505) 425-8025.
The Citizens Committee for Historic Preservation, Las Vegas, has
accumulated an impressive collection of historic photographs of Las
Vegas and the surroundings areas of northern New Mexico, which date
from 1882 through the 1920s. The collection now numbers over three
thousand photos, including 268 glass plate negatives, known as the
Watson Collection, dated 1908-1919, The most recent addition is the
eighty-photo Stanford Collection of the Taos-Roy area of the 1920s. For
more information concerning the "Photographic Survey of Las Vegas"
historic photos contact Citizens' Committee for Historic Preservation,
P.O. Box 707, Las Vegas, New Mexico, or call (505) 454-1401.
The School of American Research, Santa Fe, has received a major
gift of Indian paintings from an anonymous Santa Fe resident. The ninety
paintings, executed between 1915 and the 1940s, are by well-known
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Pueblo and Navajo artists including Fred Kabotie, Tonita Poni, Awa Tsireh,
Harrison Begay, Quincy Tahoma, and J. D. Roybal. "One special value
of the new collection," says Michael Hering, director of the school's
Indian Arts Research Center, "is its inclusion of many works by early
twentieth century self-taught Native American painters who were working
as artists prior to the establishment of the influential Santa Fe Indian
School. We will now be able to compare these early-generation works
to other donated paintings done in the 1930s by Indian School graduates." Hering says that many of the donated works fill existing gaps in
the school's painting collection, while others add depth to the collection.
The SAR has also added Lynn Brittner to its staff as collections manager
at the Indian Arts Research Center. She formerly worked as an editorial
assistant with the New Mexico Historical Review and is completing her
masters degree in American Studies at the University of New Mexico.
For information on the Indian Arts Research Center and its collections,
write either Michael Hering o,r Lynn Brittner, School of American Research, P.O. Box 2188, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, or call (505) 9823583.
The National Endowment for the Humanities has awarded the All
Indian Pueblo Council, Inc. a $100,000 Youth Project grant for 1986.
Under this grant, titled "Santa Fe Indian School-The First 100 Years,"
students will study the school's past by doing oral history interviews in
tribal communities. The project will result in a traveling interpretive exhibit, a video documentary, and a permanent library collection of tapes,
transcripts, photographs and documents about Indian education. Santa
Fe Indian School was founded in 1890 as an off-reservation boarding
school. It was famous in the 1930s for its "Studio School" of Indian
painting that sent exhibitions throughout the United States and abroad.
The school is now controlled by the All Indian Pueblo Council, a tribal
council of governments. It has 500 students from forty-one tribes in
grades seven through twelve. The school is looking for former students
and staff members and for photos, arts and crafts, and other mementos,
and is also interested in hearing from scholars, individuals, or institutions
that are interested in the project or the traveling exhibit. For information
contact Sally Hyer, Santa Fe Indian School, "First 100 Years" Project,
P.O. Box 5335, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502, or call (505) 988-6277.
As a public service, the New Mexico Book League has pUblished
Used and Rare Books: A Primer for Bookfinders, by Betty and Riley
Parker. The price is $1.00. Of the 2,000 printed, 1,100 have been mailed
out in the first two months of publication. The primary purpose of the
book is to answer the most common questions asked by beginning
private collectors. For information on the Book League or to acquire
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copies of this publication, write New Mexico Book League, 8632 Horacio
Place N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111, or call (505) 299-8940.
The Los Alamos Historical Society has initiated.a summer lecture
series. Historical architect John Conron will lecture on Santa Fe architecture and conduct a tour of the city on July 25. Beaumont Newhall of
the University of New Mexico will lecture on September 12 concerning
the Smithsonian Institution retrospective exhibition of his photographs
that will be on display at the historical society museum September 130, 1986. For more information write Los Alamos Historical Society, P.O.
Box 43, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544-0043, or call (505) 662-4453.
The Chaves County Historical Society, Roswell, has announced the
election of the following officers: William E. Gibbs, president; Minor S.
Huffman, vice president; James H. Elliott, treasurer; and David E. Orr,
secretary. For more information on the activities of this organization write
the Chaves County Historical Society, 200 North Lea Avenue, Roswell,
New Mexico 88201.
Spencer Wilson, professor of history at New Mexico Tech, has been
invited to attend a workshop on American military history at the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point in June. The four-week-Iong workshop
includes seminars, lectures, and tours of battlefields. During his nineteen
years at Tech, Wilson has taught courses on the Civil War and has
published articles on various military topics.
Robert W. Delaney, founder and first director of the Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colorado, has retired after
twenty-nine years and will be moving to Albuquerque.
Darlis A. Miller was promoted to professor of history in New Mexico
State University. Professor Miller, who serves on the editorial board of
the New Mexico Historical Review, shared the 1986 Presswomen of New
Mexico ZiaAward with co-editor Joan M. Jensen for New Mexico Women:
Intercultural Perspectives (University of New Mexico Press, 1986). An
excerpt from that book was published in our January 1986 issue.
Melvin Yazawa and Paul Andrew Hutton have both been promoted
to associate professor of history in the University of New Mexico. Hutton
was also named a Presidential Lecturer in History at the university and
his book, Phil Sheridan and His Army, was awarded the 1985 Western
Writers of America Spur Award for best non-fiction. Professor Gerald D.
Nash's The American West Transformed: The Impact of the Second World
War (Indiana University Press, 1985) was selected by Choice, the journal
of the Association of College and University Libraries, as the "Outstanding Academic Book for 1985." John L. Kessell, associate professor of
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history and a member of the editorial board of the New Mexico Historical
Review, has been granted tenure at the University of New Mexico.
Graduate students in the history department at the University of
New Mexico have recently received several honors. Dorothy Parker received a fellowship to the McNickle Center for the History of the American
Indian, Newberry Library, Chicago, to assist with her dissertation research on D'Arcy McNickle. Parker also recently won the best paper
award for the Southwestern Regional Phi Alpha Theta Conference held
in Phoenix. Chuck Rankin has received a summer grant from the Charles
Redd Center for Western Studies, Brigham Young University, to assist
with his research on the role of the county school teacher in turn-of-thecentury Wyoming. Kirk McGugan has received a fellowship to attend
David J. Weber's NEH Summer Seminar on the Spanish Borderlands at
Southern Methodist University. Judy Dorothy Woodward received the
Alfred Grunsfeld Memorial Award from the University of New Mexico.
Jackie Greb, Hana Samek, and Sandy Schackel presented papers at
the Western Social Sciences Conference in Reno, Nevada, in April 1986,
while Karen Schwen, Dorothy Parker, Robert R. White, Sandy Schackel,
Bart Barbour, and David McCullough all presented papers at the Historical Society of New Mexico Conference in Las Vegas in June 1986.
The New Mexico Historical Review is anxious to include in the "News
Notes" section a broad range of information concerning the activities of
individuals and institutions concerned with the history of the Southwest
Any news you might have concerning the activities of individuals (awards,
promotions, research projects, moves) or institutions (seminars, workshops, new collections, exhibits) will be appreciated. We hope to make
"News Notes" an informal, informative source for what is going on with
individuals and institutions throughout the Southwest. Please send your
notices to News Notes, New Mexico Historical Review, Mesa Vista 1013,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131.

